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Colleagues call for 
‘Due Process for Frank’ 


By DusTIN LUCA 
Editor 


In an action that some consider 
necessary and others consider in vio- 
lation of due process, Northern Essex 
Professor Frank DeSarro was recently 
suspended without pay, effective 
April 24, 2006 straight through to the 
end of the 2006-2007 academic year, 
for alleged violations of the college's 
sexual harassment policy, according 
to an email circulated by DeSarro to 
his colleagues. 

“What seems to have initiated this 
action was student complaints from a 
class Frank held last semester,” said 
Priscilla Bellairs, a professor at 
Northern Essex. “But Frank i is a very 
good guy.” 

According to Bellairs, the source 
of the problem came out of a Fall 
2005 ESL course, where students 
accused DeSarro of violating the col- 
lege's sexual harrasment policy. 
According to Paul Bevilacqua, vice 
president of Academic Affairs at 
Northern Essex and the signer of the 


Exhibition is a fond 
farewell to visual arts 
director Edstrom 


By MELISSA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On April 25, past and present 
painting students were joined by 
friends, family and faculty on the 
third floor of the Spurk Building 
for a dual purpose: For an opening 
reception for a student art show, 
and to honor retiring professor 
Diane Edstrom. 

Edstrom, wearing a crown and 
robe fitting of the Queen of the 
visual arts department, walked 
through the hall surrounded by her 
students' art and thought back on 
her years at NECC. 

“I'm thinking of how I'll miss 
teaching and I'll miss my stu- 
dents,” she said. “I won't miss the 
paperwork, the scrutiny, the poli- 
tics, the meetings. I'll miss 
Haverhill. I like Haverhill.” 

About her plans for retirement, 
Edstrom said, “I won't do any 
teaching, but I certainly want to 
know how my students are doing.” 

Edstrom's students produced a 
wide variety of artwork for the 
exhibition, each of them showing 
paintings that were part of a series. 
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letter that suspended DeSarro, he had 
participated in “activities and behav- 
iors in and out of the class that were 
inappropriate.” 

“An investigation was conduct- 
ed,” said Bevilcaqua. “Evidence was 
gathered. DeSarro was contacted 
with the information, and made aware 
of it.” 

Following that, Bellairs said, the 
matter was discussed with DeSarro, 
the students filing the complaints and 
a mediator of the discussion. 
Bevilacqua confirmed this informa- 
tion. 

“J don't think I really had a 
choice,” said Bevilacqua, adding that 
one of the biggest concerns in his 
decision, aside from the alleged 
impact DeSarro had on the students 


filing the complaint, was the reputa- _ 


tion of the college. “T've-tried to listen 
carefully and protect the contractual, 
legal and privacy rights of all 
involved, and I had to make what I 
considered to be a hard decision.” 
According to Bellairs, DeSarro 
then finished the Fall 2005 semester 
as normal, but two weeks into the 
Spring 2006 semester, he was placed 
on administrative leave, where he 
wasn't allowed to come to the college 


Art show honors retiring professor 


Linda German's series is all 
about texture and layers. “Things 
like rusted metal and distressed 
wood inspire me,” she says. 

Laura Carpenter chose to cen- 
ter her series on feet, while Jesse 
Walker tackled the cosmic ques- 
tions of space and time. 

“Space and 


time work 
hand in hand... 
As people and 
cities grow, 
space dimin- 
ishes,” says 
Walker. “Why 


are we were? 
What's our 
purpose? I 
want to know 
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but still received pay until April 24, 
when he was officially suspended. 
“He's been here for over 20 years 
and has received satisfactory evalua- 
tions on a regular basis,” said Bellairs. 
On April 24, the day he received 
the letter from Bevilacqua, DeSarro 
quickly responded to the letter 


- through an email to key faculty at the 


college. The NECC Observer 
received this email in which DeSarro 
said the allegations are false, and that 
Bevilacqua's actions are based on 
“incorrect, inaccurate, misinterpreted 
and false information.” 

“The purported student state- 
ments are full of exaggerations and 
hearsay,” said DeSarro in the email. 
“When a full-time, tenured professor 
can be suspended without pay for a 
long period of time based on unsub- 


stantiated accusations; allof us areih ~ 
«danger of being treated unjustly. I 


will fight this discriminatory disci- 
pline for my own sake and that of oth- 
ers. It seems to me that we can not let 
the administration restrict us unfairly 
and deny us our rights as teachers. 
Nor can we allow them to deny us due 
process. And certainly, we can not let 
them attack us without just cause.” 


See DeSarro page 5 


the Biblical struggle between 
Jacob and an angel. 

“After the fight he had a new 
name. It's a moment of conver- 
sion,” said Rizk. 

Another of Rizk's paintings 
depicts a hand bearing stigmata 
and holding a red arrow. In the 
distance is a deer 
in an empty field 
of green. 

“It's a little 
mystique,” said 
Rizk. “You see 
s the hand has the 
sign of the nail. 
_ Christ is taking 
the arrow, but 
the arrow is red, 
it's like the arrow 


and I want to of love. He 
BEE, / wants to shoot 
Sarah the deer with 
Huppe painted love.” 
restful night In contrast, 
scenes. “Time Shelley Wells 
to rest has : made abstract 
never _ been Dustin Luca photo se presentations 
more important Diane Edstrom of the seven 
to me _ than deadly sins. 
now,” she says. “I have used The three she exhibited at the show 


images I remember as a small child 
as peaceful in the series.” 

Antonio Rizk, who is a priest, 
paints about his spiritual journey 
and calls his series “He Found 
Me.” One of his paintings depicts 


were envy, wrath and lust. 

“It was something that always 
interested me,” said Wells, who is 
graduating next fall. 


See Art show page 11 
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A picture of now suspended college professor Frank 
DeSarro giving a lecture back in September of 2000. 


ghts capture second 


straight state title 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


For the second straight season, 
the Northern Essex Knights base- 
ball team is calling themselves 
State Champions. 

On May 6, the Knights defeat- 
ed Holyoke Community College 
and Massasoit Community 
College in back-to-back games to 
win the 2006 MCCAC Title. 

Northern Essex, who hosted 
the state tournament last year, 
traveled to Massasoit in Brockton, 
MA for this years round of games. 

First on the schedule was 
Holyoke who swept a double 
header against the Knights on 
April 29, the only other time they 
played each other this season. The 
Knights came out strong and held 
on for a 6-5 victory. 

The title game came down to 
Northern Essex and Massasoit, 
two teams that have found them- 
selves in this very same situation 
in each of the last three games that 
decided a champion, both state 
and regional. 

Just like last year the results 
were the same, the Knights defeat- 
ed the Warriors 5-3. 

These three teams, along with 
Manchester: Community, College, 


have not seem that last of each 
other as they will all meet again 
on May 12 when the Region 21 
title will be decided when the 
tournament is held in Manchester, 
Cr 

Last season the Knights came 
within one key hit of winning the 
Regional title, but Massasoit was 
able to halt a bases loaded, no outs 
rally to win 2-1. 

The Knights are likely to be 
the three seed heading into the 
tournament and will need to go 
through Holyoke and archrival 
Massasoit to win the first 
Regional Baseball title in school 
history. 

There is more to winning the 
Regional title that just t he honor 
of calling yourselves champion. 
There is also a sport in the NJCAA 
College Baseball World Series, a 
place no Northern Essex team has 
ever been. 

With seven players up for All- 
Region team and possible All- 
American status, the stage is set 
for a dramatic end to the 2006 sea- 
son for the Knights. Several play- 
ers that walked of the field last 
year with a feeling of unfinished 
business will have an opportunity 
to close this season playing on the 
ultimate stage for the ultimate 
prize. 
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To the graduates... 


We all learn a lot of lessons in life. 
We begin to learn them early on, even 
when we are barely even capable of 
retaining memories in the first 
place—Look both ways when you 
cross the road. Never accept candy 
from strangers. Wash your hands 
after using the rest room. 

These are just examples of the 
countless lessons and instructions 
handed to us by our superiors in the 
earliest moments of our lives. 

Some of these lessons we learn 
become embedded into our minds and 
personalities for the rest of our lives. 
But there are other lessons we have 
yet to learn, as we continue along, a 
product of the American education, 
into a world we hope can accommo- 
date us as we see fit when really, it is 
we who are accommodating the 
world. 

For many of you graduating on 
April 20, you may hardly feel ready 
for the working world outside of 
Northern Essex’s doors. Some of you 
have jobs lined up for you because of 
the colleges Career Planning and 
Advising Center, while for others, you 


may feel that the future may not be so 
bright as you wake up in the morning, 
still living at home, with no career 
choice to turn to and very little gas in 
the tank. 

As you all know, Rome wasn’t 
built in one day. 

Twenty years from now, the world 
is going to depend on us, the 
boomerang generation defined by the 
DVD, the war in Iraq and September 
11th. We will be trusted with the fate 
of the world, and we’ll have nothing 
but a lifetime of lessons to help guide 
us through what is right and what is 
wrong. 

And amidst it all, we will be in 
charge of not only the world, but also 
the generation that will follow us. 
Nobody-knows what we will be faced 
with then, but as long as we look both 
ways before crossing the road, never 
accept candy from strangers and wash 
our hands after using the rest room, 
there shouldn’t be much that we can’t 
handle. 

So, class of 2006, put on your 
caps and gowns, walk down the aisle, 
get your diploma, and show the world 
what the boomerang generation is 
made of. The rest of us look forward 
to seeing you all on the other side. 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


PROFITS 


KRTcampus cartoon 


What do you think was the best part 
of your education at NECC? 


2004-2005 Gold Medalist 
Columbia Scholastic Press Assn. 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Newsroom: 978-556-3633 Adviser: 978-556-3397 
Advertising: 978-556-3633 Email: observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse all submissions. 


Spring 2006 Observer Staff 
Editor: Dustin Luca 


News Editor: Jessica DeMarco 


Opinion Editor: Stacie Peters 
Features Editor: Jaclyn Fitzgerald 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Melissa Caron 
Trends Editor: Melody Martinez 
Sports Editor: Ryan McAskill 
Circulation Manager: Dustin Luca 


Mindi Holland, Visual Arts 
“Miane Edstrom.” 


Doug Bailey, Liberal Arts 

“T think it would definitely be the 
information and knowledge acquired 
through my classes.” 


Leigha Connolly, Liberal Arts . 
“T liked the flexibility in scheduling 
classessauiae 
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See you in September 


The NECC Observer will cease publication during the summer. Our next 
issue will be published the first week of class during the Fall 2006 semester. 
The Observer staff wishes everyone a safe and productive summer. 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 
The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 


may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
opserver@necc.mass.equ 
*Include “Letter to Editor’ in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 Trushita Patil, General Studies 
“Flexible schedules are great, but 
the best thing is how cheap it is. And 
I think you get a great education 
with many excellent teachers, which 
is very important for a community 


college.” 


Jason Sirois, History 

“Well, I’m getting a great education 
for really cheap. And going to a com- 
munity college allowed me to take 
time in deciding what I really want to 
do.” 


Joseph Michaud, Writing 

“My writing course is excellent. I 
have it with Mike Casey. I’m study- 
ing to become a children’s book 
writer and illustrator. Oh, and also, I 
have to mention Diane Edstrom.” 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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Another MySpace blogger bites the dust 


The most annoying 
website ever may have 
to change its rules 


By DusTIn LucA 
Editor 


There are 
many reasons 
why everybody 
here should 
ies (Oo Vee 
Massachusetts 
— for example, 
the Red Sox 
and their 7-of- 
10 game losing 
streaks, the 
Highway Dept. that treats some state 
roads like they don’t even exist and 
the laws our state legislators discuss 
and pass on a daily basis — and I’m 
not talking about same-sex marriage 
laws. 

According to a Reuters article 
published on May 3, 2006, legisla- 
tors in our beloved state of 
Massachusetts are rallying against 
MySpace, an overly popular commu- 
nication and networking ring for 
friends, colleagues and random 
pedophiles on the Internet (to a less- 
er extent), and demanding that 
MySpace raises its minimum age 
requirement for membership from 14 
to 18, thus preventing older guys 
who can’t find somebody their own 


size from targeting younger teens. 

The anti-MySpace movement 
started in our state after a 27 year old 
Connecticut man was arrested for 
trying to have his own adulty way 
with a 13 year old he met through the 
website invented by people who 
never totally matured past the age of 
13 to begin with. 

“MySpace has not taken suffi- 
cient steps to ensure that the 
MySpace Web site is a safe place for 
minors,” Massachusetts Attorney 
General Tom Reilly said in a real let- 
ter to MySpace. 

I bet it was addressed to Tom. 
The stupid jerk. He can’t even afford 
non-plain shirts. 

Over the past year, if that’s how 
long MySpace has even been around, 
I’ve grown a very fond hatred for 


MySpace because of the over-— 


emphasized “emo” style that plagues 
roughly 98.5 percent of its profiles 
covering everybody from confused 
13-year-olds to desperate 27-year- 
olds. 

Reilly’s enraged assault contin- 
ued. 

“An adult can register as a minor 
member and use that profile to seek 
access to the profiles of countless 
underage members,” he said in a 


statement to god knows who. One 
thing Reilly doesn’t realize, however, 
is how dumb the Internet is in gener- 
al. There are countless cyber-envi- 
ronments (i.e. MySpace) where per- 
verts pretend they are 15 years old all 
the time to try to get on the good side 


PART-TIME 


for various shifts at 


Must be able to lift parcels we eh 


of impressionable teens. A good 
example of this is MySpace. That site 
is stupid. 

Some younger folk even try to 
pass off being older than they really 
are, but not because they want to 
develop romantic relations with 
failed adults. Really, they do it for 
acceptance, because they’re not get- 
ting it at home (the acceptance, not 
relationships with failed adults... 
though I guess you could say that 
these parents are all failed adults with 
the way that their children can tramp 
around on the Internet un-monitored 
and pick up dates with 40-year-olds 
that still live at home). 

The story mentioned above is not 
the first occurrence of older guys try- 
ing to get it on with younger kids 
through MySpace, however. Really, 
it’s more of a trend than anything 
else. 

In February, according to the 
Reuters article, a 26-year-old 
California man was arrested for 
felony child molestation after meet- 
ing a 14-year-old through MySpace. 

Personally, I am wondering how 
this meeting went down, and why the 


“parents didn’t try to intervene, or at 


least give the guy the lecture before 
letting him go on dates with their 14 
year old. Kid-friendly organizations 
are rallying against MySpace and 
MySpace-related communities 
because of things like this. 

“It’s happening more and more 
all the time, both through MySpace 
and through chatrooms and other 
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This website is the bane of my existence. 


blogging sites,” said Christina Slenk, 
a director of a non-profit organiza- 
tion called Web Wise Kids, to 
Reuters. 

Tragically, raising the minimum 
age requirement for new MySpace 
memberships is NOT going to solve 
the problem. Most kids who are able 
to browse the Internet unmonitored 
have now realized that the Internet’s 
biggest protection is anonymity, and 
any truth can be stretched or even 
fabricated, like a person’s age and 
gender. There’s even been countless 
reports that MySpace is in-fact a hor- 
mone-driven 25-year-old male, 
despite mounting statements that it’s 
just a website where cool people can 


indanduals with leadership potential can look forward to a rewarding career at UPS, 
Explore the benefits of working as a Part-Time Package Handler 


meet other cool people and every- 
body can be awesome in one big 
awesome-party, elitist cool and ultra- 
awesome people alike. 

It is because of this that I call for 
the complete destruction of the web- 
site, because, as some of you might 
know, I despise MySpace with the 
unhealthy hatred of many plagues 
and famines. I hate it so much, I even 
have my own profile 
(http://www.myspace.com/dustinluca), 
where I regularly complain about 
MySpace and other things as well, 
such as people I work with, other stu- 
pid people and how my “friends” 
number is so underexaggerated. 

Ha ha ha. I am SO awesome. 
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Bush has forgotten the war 


The president is a 
sack of bravado and 
lies 


By DAN LAPEY 
Contributing Reporter 


In the days and months following 
9/11, the majority of America were in 
favor of a global war on terrorism, 
standing with our allies in a united 
front against the evils of an extremist 
movement. Not long after the twin 
towers fell in New York, bombs 
began falling in Afghanistan. The 
Taliban, the ruling government, who 
had harbored and aided those respon- 
sible for the attacks, were routed 
from power and driven into the 
mountains. George W. Bush’s excla- 
mation from atop the rubble at 
Ground Zero - ”...The people who 
knocked these buildings down...will 
hear all of us soon,” was beginning to 
ring true. The war against the 
Taliban was largely won quickly, 
although battles with the remnants of 
the overthrown government still go 
on to this day. 

Despite not having finished his 
first war, rumors of Bush’s plans to 
invade Iraq began to gain more cred- 
ibility, and soon major military oper- 
ations were underway inside the 
country. Saddam Hussein guaranteed 
American annihilation at Baghdad’s 
city gates, massing huge amounts of 
troops and threatening to use biolog- 
ical warfare. The huge face-off, 


however, never happened. 
American troops moved almost with 
ease through the desert, capturing oil 
fields, securing them from being set 
ablaze. The media covered every step 
of the action, with embedded news 
reporters peering out from beneath 
helmets, ultra violet night vision 
cameras, and high profile commen- 
tary from former generals. The 
troops moved into Baghdad, intrud- 
ing into palace after palace, hot on 
the heels of a fleeing Hussein. Fora 
country that once boasted a million 
man army, its defeat had seemed 
incredibly easy. 

Or had it? What 
had happened to the 
hundreds of thou- 
sands of Iraqi sol- 
diers gathered inside 
Baghdad’s city lim- 
its, waiting to mas- 
sacre the invading 
forces? They had 
not stayed around to 
fight a battle they 
could not win. The 


school. They popped up driving 
maniacally towards roadblocks, 
ignoring orders to stop, and only 
doing so after they’d blown them- 
selves and everything around them to 
shreds. Journalists, armed only with 
cameras, were kidnapped at gun- 
point, blindfolded, and had their 
heads sawed off to a live internation- 
al audience via the Internet. 

A staunch policy of “no negotia- 
tions with terrorists” spelled the 
demise for several captured soldiers, 
who often shared the same fate as the 
journalists; while at the same time; 


eee 
The president, who had once been 
embraced as a source of strength and 
hope.... emerged as a flawed and mis- 
guided leader while the body bags from 
Iraq piled up. 


blown to pieces by the bombs and 
bullets of an insurgency that refused 
to die. Back home, the president, 
who had been embraced as a source 
of strength and hope as he defiantly 
stood among those twisted beams of 
steel, emerged as a flawed and mis- 
guided leader while the body bags 
coming back from Iraq piled up. 
Details regarding Hussein’s affilia- 
tion with Al-Qaida, the enemy, 
showed there was no such affiliation. 
The weapons of mass destruction 
that persuaded any support whatso- 
ever for the war in the first place per- 
formed the most 
fantastic _disap- 
pearing act of all 
time. Senators 
who had voted for 
war called foul, 
claiming they had 
been lied to. 
Every evening, 
the nightly news 
reported how 
many more young 
Americans had 


Iraqis loyal to 

Saddam and _ the 

Baath party must have seen the 
bombs and the might of a vengeful 
American army. Saddam Hussein 
was pulled from a sewer hole, hiding 
in fear. They saw, and they disap- 
peared. They tossed their uniforms, 
started making bombs, and went 
underground; only to reappear each 
time a car blew up on Airport Road in 
Baghdad, or each time a “roadside” 
bomb took the life of another kid 
from Ohio, one year out of high 


their president strode onstage aboard 
an aircraft carrier, and declared war 
operations in Iraq finished. A 
“Mission Accomplished” banner 
hung behind him as he spoke and was 
applauded. Two years later, the war 
raged on. Thousands more 
American soldiers died fighting in a 
war that had been declared won. 
Kids who were sixteen-year-old 
sophomores in high school when the 
war began started getting their bodies 


been killed, fore- 

going names and 
sticking to the numbers. A woman 
whose son was killed demanded an 
explanation from her president. She 
camped outside his ranch in 
Crawford, Texas while he was on 
vacation, waited for days, was told to 
leave, and was ultimately arrested. 
She became a household name, and 
highlighted a president’s inability to 
connect with and understand his peo- 
ple. The yellow “support our 
troops” magnets that once adorned 


almost every car could be found 
faded and torn laying in the gutters. 
War America Would Want, and War 
She Would Have. The British rally 
cry from the War of 1812 rang true 
again, as the war America was fight- 
ing began to look more and more like 
another Vietnam. The jungles and 
paddies were replaced with mosques, 
schools, and urban neighborhoods in 
a highly civilized nation. Makeshift 
bombs and suicide kamikaze attacks 
replaced the rifle. Yet another guer- 
rilla war was raging thousands of 
miles away from home. Yet again 
America had been led into a war 
against an unseen enemy, attacking at 
will and often, and again the public 
grew tired of the sacrifices without 
seeing any gain. 

In kindergarten, children are 
taught to learn from their mistakes, 
and that there is a reason pencils are 
made with an eraser on the end. 
America has made mistakes. There 
lies a large, black, shiny marble 
tablet in the shadow of the 
Washington Monument and _ the 
White House in our nation’s capitol. 
On it are inscribed the names of thou- 
sands of American soldiers who will 
never again set foot on United States 
soil, along with the words, 

"YOU SHALL NOT BE FOR- 
GOTTEN”. George W. Bush forgot 
your war, guys. The next question 
is; shall there be an Iraq memorial 
plaque in the hub of our democracy 
when this is all said and done, or 
shall we just extend the Vietnam 
Monument a few more yards and 
start sharpenmg the chisels? 


Who are immigrants hurting? 


Not you or me, so 
maybe we should just 


let them earn a living 


By MARK PALERMO 
Contributing Reporter 


I learned a lesson about the price 
of fruit and vegetables in this county 
when I was a 27-year-old guy on the 
road. I traveled the US working odd 
jobs, living out of a used Ford 
Econoline van which I had converted 
into a camper. I had an old guitar 
with me, and J remember times sit- 
ting around a campfire passing 
around a jug of wine and singing 
together with people. I learned that 
people can be beautiful when they 
are singing. Of course it wasn’t all 
fun; there was hard work, and many 
lonesome times too. But I met sin- 
ners and saints along the way, and the 
experience of discovering America, 
Woody Guthrie style, helped to form 
my worldview. 

In January of 1977 I found 
in the Imperial Valley of 
California working construction- 
until the jobs dried up and I went a 
couple of weeks without a paycheck. 


myself 


I was getting hard up for money, and 
somebody suggested I could work on 
the harvest. “Just be ready at the bus 
stop at 3:30 a.m. and they take you to 
the field,” somebody told me... So 


the next morning I found myself the 
only gringo on a bus full of illegal 
Mexican workers. Teenagers in the 
back passed around reefers and lis- 
tened to a boom box. Older people, 
some in their 40’s and even 50’s 
talked quietly. They looked tired and 
withdrawn, as if focusing their ener- 
gies for the strenuous labor ahead. 
Few spoke English, but I speak fluent 
Spanish, and they treated me courte- 


the foreman, a kindly old Mexican 
man, looked around furtively and 
punched my card four times and 
motioned me to keep quiet. He was 
trying to help me because my row 
was more difficult to work than the 
others. 

Around noontime, the sun got 
brutally hot. I was sweating profuse- 
ly, and dust stuck to me like mud. A 
flatbed truck came for us. We 


I didn’t see any criminals that 
day, only people trying to make an 
honest buck. Everybody in the 
Imperial Valley knows that illegal 
aliens do this work. And the Border 
Patrol doesn’t bother them much 
when there is a crop in the field. 
Illegals are tacitly legal, while they 
are needed. And when the harvest is 
they become lawbreakers 
again. It’s no wonder then that Bush, 


Over, 


ously if not indiffer- and Clinton 
ently. ne ee before him, 

We arrived at an refused to lift a 
enormous field as Whose jobs are (immigrants) taking? finger on immi- 
large as a city; where Who wants their kid to have a career gration reform. 
rows of cucumber A The status quo 
ies WOOO as in a slaughterhouse? Or an assembly Keene cwidges 
a football field. Some line. Or a meat-packing plant. down and 
rows had been picked increases profits 
only a few days for their corporate 


before and hence had fewer cucum- 
bers . Other rows were loaded with 
cucumbers. Here the pecking order 
somehow came into play and I was 
assigned the thinner pickings, along 
with the stoned teenagers and a cou- 
ple of elderly campesinos. 

But we got to work. They give 
you a ten-gallon plastic bucket and a 
little card. When you fill the bucket, 
you carry it to the end of the row, and 
give it to a guy on a truck, and then 
the foreman punches your card once. 
Then you take your bucket back and 
repeat the process. On three occa- 
sions, I brought in my pickings, and 


climbed on, and it brought us to the 
farmhouse. Exhausted, we got in 
line. Two ranchers in cowboy hats 
were sitting at a folding table. When 
it was my turn, J presented my card. 
One calculated it and the other guy 
handed me a little manila envelope. 
Nobody had asked for a social secu- 
rity number, my identification, or 
even my name. When I opened my 
envelope, there was 10 bucks and 
some change inside. So even with the 
foreman’s “help,” I had earned about 
a buck an hour. Later, I had a splitting 
headache, a throbbing backache and 
a three-day bout with dysentery. 


pals. 

So before we follow Howie’s and 
Savage Nation’s daily exhortations 
calling them all bums, criminals, and 
parasites-and running them all out, 
we might ask ourselves who will do 
this work. Whose jobs are they tak- 
ing? Who wants their kid to have a 
career in a slaughterhouse? Or an 
assembly line. Or a meat packing 
plant. Or nursing home. Or fast food 
restaurant. Or a brake-lining compa- 
ny. Or on a corporate farm picking 
cucumbers for a buck an hour? 

Imagine a law that would create 
12 million felons overnight - like the 


atrociously conceived house version 
of the immigration bill which would 
create chaos, be unenforceable and 
necessitate selective enforcement 
according to police discretion and 
political expedience. We need real 
immigration reform, not a reactive, 
ham-handed approach, based on 
political posturing and rhetoric, but 
reform based on incentives for going 
through the system, not around it. We 
need to resolve our own contradic- 
tions too because while people want 


on orderly immigration process with. 


clear legal standards and respect for 
our sovereignity as a nation, “busi- 
ness as usual” works just fine for 
America’s moneyed interests. 

I suppose the New World Order 
will be setting us up for a 1930’s 
style depression one of these days. 
When that happens, I hope I never 
have to work in a cucumber field 
again. But if I do, I'll want to see 
Howie Carr and Savage Nation there 
with me. Then we can all be friends 
working the same row. They say hard 
work never hurt anybody. I wonder if 
that’s true. 


Mark Palermo is an NECC 
faculty member. 
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Bush approval ratings 
hit new lows, even 
among conservatives 


WASHINGTON (AP) Angry 
conservatives are driving the 
approval ratings of President Bush 
and the GOP-led Congress to dismal 
new lows, according to an AP-Ipsos 
poll that underscores why 
Republicans fear an Election Day 
massacre. 

Six months out, the intensity of 
opposition to Bush and Congress 
has risen sharply, along with the per- 
centage of Americans who believe 
the nation is on the wrong track. 

The AP-Ipsos poll also suggests 
that Democratic voters are far more 
motivated than. Republicans. 
Elections in the middle of a presi- 
dent's term traditionally favor the 
party whose core supporters are the 
most energized. 

The survey of 1,000 adults, 
including 865 registered voters, 
found: 

¢ Just 33 percent of the public 
approves of Bush's job performance, 
the lowest of his presidency. That 
compares with 36 percent approval 
in early April. Forty-five percent of 
self-described conservatives now 
disapprove of the president. 

¢ Just one-fourth of the public 
approves of the job Congress is 
doing, a new low in AP-Ipsos 
polling and down 5 percentage 
points since last month. A whopping 
65 percent of conservatives disap- 
prove of Congress. 

¢ A majority of Americans say 
they want Democrats rather than 
Republicans to control Congress (51 
percent to 34 percent). That's the 
largest gap recorded by AP-Ipsos 
since Bush took office. Even 31 per- 
cent of conservatives want 
Republicans out of power. 

* The souring of the nation's 
mood has accelerated the past three 
months, with the percentage of peo- 
ple describing the nation on the 
wrong track rising 12 points to a 
new high of 73 percent. 


Controversy rages 
over selection of 
Gallaudet president 


WASHINGTON (AP) With 
protests raging over her selection as 
president of Gallaudet University, 
Jane K. Fernandes refused Friday to 
give up her future as leader of the 
nation's only liberal arts college for 
the deaf. 

Fernandes, the school's former 
provost, told The Associated Press 
she is at the center of a cultural 
debate and that many of her oppo- 
nents have questioned whether she 
is “deaf enough” to lead the school. 

Fernandes, 47, was born deaf 
but grew up speaking and did not 
learn American Sign Language 
until she was 23. She now charac- 
terizes herself as a “fluent signer.” 

While the Americans with 
Disabilities Act has opened up all 
colleges and universities to deaf 
students, Gallaudet still awards 80 
percent of the college degrees 
granted to deaf students in the 
nation. 


GSA faces trouble 
with sidewalk chalk 


Day of Silence met 
with hassles, taunts 
and welcome support 


By ERICKA KEARN 
Contributing Reporter 


It was 7 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 26, when a group of students, 
groggy but nonetheless excited, 
arrived at the Spurk building to start 
preparing for a day they had worked 
so hard on to organize, unsure of 
what to expect and unaware of the 
troubles that might follow. 

Washable sidewalk chalk in 
hands, the group of student GSA 
members, began to write inspira- 
tional words like “Unity,” and bold 
statements and phrases that provoked 
thought, such as, “Violence is NOT 
the answer.” 

When security guard 
Kathy Ash came outside to 
ask what was going on, the 
students and one of their 
advisors, Prof. CJ Crivaro, 
assured her they had permis- 
sion. 

Ash has a great relation- 
ship with the students, espe- 
cially the GSA, but she stat- 
ed, “It is the school’s policy 
that we cannot write on the sidewalk 
with chalk.” 

Cliff Clarke, superintendent of 
building grounds and Dina Brown, 
directer of Student Activites, were 
contacted and both claimed to have 
no knowledge of the chalking. 
Crivaro claims to have asked Brown 
for permission, but Brown denies any 
such knowledge. 

“IT contacted the advisor 
(Crivaro), at the request of mainte- 
nance department, to ask them to 
throw water on the sidewalks at the 
end of the day,” Brown said. 

This information was passed 
along to GSA students around 1!1 
a.m., and the students agreed to wash 
it off. 

President of the GSA, Harry 
Guzman said, “I like to feel the GSA 
at NECC has a reputation for being 
gracious and rule abiding, and 
despite our upset over the request, we 
agreed to wash it off to continue that 
good reputation.” 

They had trouble finding ways 
and means of getting large amounts 
of water outside, and after asking 
maintenance for help, they were 
given access to the utility closet, and 
retrieved small garbage buckets from 


DeSarro 


Continued from Page 1 


Following the suspension, facul- 
ty at the college began rallying in 
support of DeSarro and how they feel 
he was denied due process in his sus- 
pension. 

“If you read through this, you 
will see that the Student Grievance 
Procedure is not to be used for com- 
plaints regarding sexual harassment 
and discrimination,” said Bellairs. 
“If somebody can show me a written 
document outlining the procedures 
that were used, I'd love to see it. But, 
it must have been written before 
November, 2005.” 

According to Bevilacqua, all nec- 
essary procedures were followed and 
adhered to as seen fit. 

“T respect Bellairs and the faculty 
in their support for their colleagues, 
but I just disagree with them that 
Prof. DeSarro hasn't been afforded 
due process,” said Bevilacqua. “I 
don't know how any reasonable per- 


classrooms to transfer the water. This 
of course was a tedious process, and 
while the students began their trips 
back and forth from the building, 
other students observed and asked 
why they were washing off their own 
work. 

Many supporters came forth that 
day, one student, Jonathan Pride was 
so upset to see his friends washing 
off their work, he decided to go to 
‘Brown at that time to voice his con- 
cerns. 

Brown immediately walked 
down to the walkways with Pride, to 
inform the students that they did not 
need to wash it off at that time. The 
students informed her that they all 
had obligations later and the lunch 
hour was the only time they had to do 
so. Brown, a supporter of the stu- 
dents, and the Day of Silence, decid- 
ed to allow the chalk to stay, despite 
the school’s policy. Although this 
was an unfortunate miscommunica- 


sees ey 


We want to give back to our 
community. 
-Harry Guzman, GSA president 


tion, the support from many NECC 
students prevailed. 

Despite the momentary damper 
that situation caused, overall, 
NECC’s first official participation in 
the Day of Silence was a success. All 
50 red T-shirts that bared the Day of 
Silence logo were sold, with the GSA 
picking up half the cost so they could 
be given to students at only $5. 

There was a certain hush in the 
air that day, a great number of stu- 
dents participated in lending their 
voices to a greater cause. The feed- 
back of the protest was overwhelm- 
ingly positive. So many students not 
involved with the GSA supported it, 
many joined the protest by commit- 
ting to a time frame to remain silent 
in, only because there are classes and 
obligations in which faculty and stu- 
dents have to speak. 

Although there were positive and 
negative comments, the Day of 
Silence was celebrated by most. The 
day’s purpose is to stand up against 
gay bashing, discrimination and 
harassment. Unfortunately, some stu- 
dents who took a vow of silence 
experienced first hand what it is like 
to feel the fear and embarrassment 
that harsh comments bring. 


Proud GSA member and soon-to- 
be NECC graduate, Andee Smith had 
this to say: “It is unfortunate to say 
that I had to experience my first form 
of harassment on the day that we are 
supposed to respect others differ- 
ences. I was told that I ‘better be 
quiet, d--e b---h.’ However painful 
this was for me to deal with, I hoped 
that by this being said in such a pub- 
lic place, others would become aware 
that it DOES in fact happen!” 

On another note, Smith experi- 
enced a moment of true acceptance 
when a classmate of hers, who was 
un-reachable for comment, spoke up 
in her defense. 

Smith said her classmate told 
another student who was badgering 
Smith to leave her alone because she 
was respecting other people’s differ- 
ences. According to Smith, this stu- 
dent is a member of the Christian 
club. 

Other defining moments of the 
day came to some GSA 
members when they were 
approached by new faces. 
These students felt com- 
fortable enough to confide 
in members of the GSA, 
and were able to talk about 
their sexuality without any 
fear of judgment. To the 
GSA, this was the biggest 
success of all. These stu- 
dents will remain name- 
less, because the only safety they 
have found thus far, is the promise of 
confidentiality and acceptance 
offered by members of the club. 

The entire mission of the Day of 
Silence was to give a voice to the 
voiceless, lend courage, support and 
assurance to the scared. 

Lastly, to end one of the GSA’s 
most successful and active years, the 
club decided to spend the rest of their 
budget (almost $200) on pizza to give 
out for lunch, for free, on the last 
Friday of classes. The club was 
impressed to find people still wanted 
to make donations—students and 
teachers donated $27 within an hour 
and a half's time. GSA said the pizza 
was free, but people insisted that they 
take the money. 

Guzman made this statement, 
"Because the students and faculty at 
NECC have contributed so much to 
our causes, from bake sales to book 
sales, to the amazing support on the 
Day of Silence, we the GSA want to 
give back to our community, and say 
thank you for giving us so much." 

The money donated on Friday 
was combined with the $25 made 
from the t-shirts, and donated by the 
GSA to a local charity. 


suspended 


son who has read the transcripts 
(gathered in the investigation) could 
conclude that there wasn't a serious 
violation of the harassment policies 
of NECC.” 

According to Bellairs, DeSarro 
recently filed a union grievance con- 
cerning the warning he had been 
given in the matter, however, she 
fears how useful it will be in 
DeSarro's case. 

“Union grievances are often suc- 
cessful, but they tend to go on for two 
to five years,” said Bellairs. 

In the time being, professors are 
making their voices heard in the mat- 
ter. At a ceremony celebrating 
Bevilacqua's years of service to the 
college and retirement, a handful of 
professors protested outside of the 
event during its opening, all wearing 
“Due Process for Frank” tags on their 
shirts. One of these professors was 
Prof. George Medilinskas. 

“T don't think (Frank) was given 
due process,” said Medelinskas. “I 


would like the college to reconsider 
the administrators’ actions.” 

Beyond that, Medelinskas, and 
other faculty as well, said that they 
were unable to provide any further 
comment on the matter. 

DeSarro and his attorney have 
been unavailable for comment 
regarding this matter other than what 
was provided in the email DeSarro 
sent to his colleagues, in which he 
also commended his colleagues for 
supporting him in this matter. 

“Your continued support and 
encouragement is what gives me the 
strength to keep up the good fight,” 
said DeSarro in the email. “One way 
to be of assistance is to let me know 
of some form of employment for the 
next few months while this matter is 
being resolved. After all, the price of 
gas may force all of us to look for a 
second job. Just a bit of humor to 
show my spirits are not crushed.” 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
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Dubai company 
acquires US plants for 
$1.3 billion 


DUBAL, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) Dubai International Capital 
said Sunday it had completed its 
acquisition of a company which 
operates several U.S. manufactur- 
ing plants that make parts for U.S. 
military vehicles and aircraft — two 
months after a fierce and much- 
publicized battle in the U.S. over a 
Dubai deal to control six U.S. ports 
fell through. 

DIC's $1.3 billion deal to 
acquire Doncasters Group Ltd 
underwent two months of scrutiny 
by the Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States — a 
secret U.S. panel that reviews for- 
eign transactions that touch on mil- 
itary or security matters. 

The White House approved - 
the deal last week. 

Doncasters produces parts at 
plants in Connecticut and Georgia 
for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, a 
US$256 billion (euro201 billion) 
multinational project, and the M-1 
Abrams tank. 


lran seeks to rally 
neighbors as nuclear 
tensions grow 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) 
Iranian officials are trying to rally 
support among the country's neigh- 
bors as tensions with the United 
States grow over the country's 
nuclear program. 

Ali Larijani, Iran's top nuclear 
negotiator, visits Turkey on 
Monday, a few days after he met 
with the leaders of the United Arab 
Emirates, where he sought to ease 
the Gulf neighbors’ fears about 
Iran's nuclear intentions and urge 
Gulf intervention to ease the rising 
tensions. 

The trip comes as the United 
States is pushing to isolate Iran if it 
does not suspend its uranium 
enrichment activities and allow the 
monitoring of its nuclear program. 
Washington believes Tehran's 
nuclear activities are aimed at creat- 
ing nuclear weapons, although Iran 
insists its program is peaceful and 
aimed only at producing energy. 


China’s Three Gorges 
Dam nearly complete 


BEIJING (AP) Construction 
of the main wall of central China's 
Three Gorges Dam, the world's 
biggest hydroelectric project, is 
nearly complete. 

The $22 billion project in the 
Xiling Gorge on the Yangtze River 
was launched in 1993. 
Construction went ahead despite 
complaints about the project's high 
cost and the need to relocate some 
1.3 million people. 

Installation of the dam's 26 
generator turbines and other 


equipment is due to be completed 
by 2009. 

Plans call for the dam to gen- 
erate 84.7 billion kilowatt hours of 
power annually, according to 
Xinhua. 
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General Mills 
donates $5000 for 
Lawrence childcare 


Low income students with 
children at Northern Essex 
Community College's Lawrence 
Campus will benefit from a 
donation of $5000 from the 
General Mills  Foundation/ 
Yoplait-Colombo. 

The General Mills 
Foundation donated the money to 
the college's Childcare 
Scholarship Fund, which pro- 
vides scholarships to help cover 
the cost of child care for the chil- 
dren of students at the Lawrence 
Campus's Campus Learning 
Center childcare facility. 

"Although we try to keep 
costs at our child care center 
affordable, it can get expensive, 
especially for low income fami- 
lies with more than one child,” 
said President David F. Hartleb, 
of Northern Essex Community 
College. "Many of the students 
who have children in the center 
are studying for careers in health 
care, criminal justice or paralegal 
studies. Their goal is to gain 
marketable skills so that they can 
make a better life for themselves 
and their families." 


Awards Convocation 
set for May 16 


More than 300 NECC students 
will receive awards honoring their 
academic accomplishments or out- 
standing contributions to the col- 
lege on May 16 at the college’s 
annual Awards Convocation. 

On this night, the NECC 
Alumni Association will also 
announce the recipient of their 
Outstanding Student Award. 

The event begins at 7 p.m. in 
the Sports and Fitness Center on 
the Haverhill Campus. 


Student Activities 
asks for survey help 
Student Activities & 


Orientation is conducting an 
assessment survey and is asking 
for help from the NECC commu- 
nity. 

The survey will take 5-10 
minutes, and can be completed 
by visiting the following website: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s. 
asp?u=846032060305 

As an added incentive, every- 
one that completes the survey can 
be entered into a drawing to win 
one of three personal digital assis- 
tants (PDAs) that were donated 
by Student Activities. 


Alumni Office 
sponsors night at 


Lowell Spinners 


NECC Alumni Night at the 
Lowell Spinners will be held 
Thursday, Aug. 10. 

In addition to the 7:05 p.m. 
baseball game against the 
Brooklyn Cyclones, the $30 tick- 
ets include dinner in the Gator Pit 
(includes grilled steak tips, ribs, 
sausages, hot dogs, chicken 
wings, tossed and pasta salads, 


corn on the cob, non-alcoholic 
beverages and ice cream). 

Contact the Alumni Office at 
978-556-3623/3621 
tions. 


for reserva- 
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Parnassus poetry slam 


Students and staff 
share their writings 
from Parnassus 


By JAY HOBSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Parnassus, NECC's inter-arts 
magazine, held an open-mike slam 
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. on May 3 at Jitters 
café at the Haverhill campus' Spurk 
building. 

“We publish each semester. The 
magazine is open to submissions 
from students who wish to submit 
short stories, drawings or poetry,” 
said Parnassus Adviser Ginger 


Hurajt. 

The magazine gets its name from 
the mountain where the nine muses 
of the arts were said to have lived. 

The “slam” is a modern version 
of beat generation coffee house poet- 
ry readings popular in the 50s and 
early '60s. 

Participants place their names on 
a sign up sheet prior to the event or 
during the readings to indicate their 
desire to share a story, read poetry or 
sing a song. One by one, each person 
is introduced from the list and their 
creative endeavors are shared with 
the audience. 

Ryan McKenna shared a poem 
and a song and Rob Carlson read his 
poem “Leopard and Bird” which is 
included in this semester's Parnassus. 


Jay Hobson photo 


Ryan McKenna sings “Everything You Want." 


Jay Hobson photo 


Parnassus Adviser Ginger Hurajt reads her poem 
“Cathedral Grove" at the Parnassus Slam. ‘ 


“There was a typo, there's no rea- 
son to elaborate, in the magazine ver- 
sion of my poem and I want to read it 
the way it is supposed to be without 
the typo,” Carlson said. The typo is a 
placement of a “b” where an “h” 
should be. The result is an unfortu- 
nate word change. 

Adviser Ginger Hurajt read her 
poem, “Cathedral Grove” and Joanna 
Fortna, Curriculum Coordinator of 
Basic/Developmental Writing read 
“Bereft,” a poem that she wrote after 
a harrowing experience on a boating 
trip off the Isle of Shoals, which she 
shared with the capacity crowd at 
Jitters. 


The audience was appreciative of 
the art shared at the podium and in 
the relaxed coffee house atmosphere 
the performers seemed relaxed and at 
ease with sharing their work. 

Anyone who would like to sub- 
mit their own work for future publi- 
cation in Parnassus is invited to drop 
off their submission in the Parnassus 
box located outside room C314Z in 
Haverhill, or outside the Lawrence 
campus library, or online at: ghura- 
jt@necc.mass.edu. The deadline for 
the fall semester issue is October 30 
and the spring semester issue is 
March 30. 


Interning at State House 


Student gains new 
perspective at State 
House internship 


By KRISTA WITKUM 
Contributing Reporter 


Christina Miller turns her green 
Toyota Avalon into the parking lot of 
a large brick building after forging 
her way thorough Boston's treacher- 
ous Big Dig. She quickly gets out of 
her car, grabs her work bag and slams 
the door shut. She steps into the ele- 
vator and presses floor two. She 
waves to the receptionist, Nora, out- 
side the door of her office, as she 
makes her way to her desk. She rests 
for a second at her desk, eager for a 
full day of government work as an 
intern at the Massachusetts State 
House. Even though it is barely 10 
a.m., she wouldn't have it any other 
way. 

“T have always been interested in 
laws, why we have them, who 
decides which are good and bad and 
etcetera. That sort of snowballed into 
an interest in all things governmen- 
tal,” said Christina Miller, 19. 

Miller is one of the youngest 
interns and shares an office with four 
other State House employees. 

Miller, of Hampstead, N.H., is in 
her third and final year at NECC. 
After being home schooled up the age 
of 17, she enrolled at NECC as a 
Liberal Arts major, a degree which 
she hopes to use to further her work in 
politics. 


Miller heard of the 
internship thorough 
Contemporary Affairs Club 
Advisor and Professor 
Stephen Russell. : 

“T hadn't really thought 
much about (an internship) 
and then the opportunity 
came up, I couldn't pass it 


up,’ said Miller. Her 
internship started ~—in 
February. 


Miller's hope for the 
internship is to gain more essential 
knowledge on our government sys- 
tem and to research on her future 
career field. 

“T just really like to learn how a 
political office runs and how a State 
House works. I plan to spend my life 
and such in the political arena and I 
thought it would be useful to know 
how a political office runs,” said 
Miller who also noted that this will be 
a stand out addition to her resume. 

Miller's internship consists of the 
necessary details that support the 
daily operation. 

“T get there at 10 a.m. and I'll do 
random things like copies and stuff 
like that and then pick up the mail at 
10:30 a.m. It usually takes a long, 
long time to sort through that and sort 
into groups and piles and everything. 
I also have to cut out articles from 
newspapers that are of interest. 
Usually if there is an article of one of 
our representatives, like if he is going 
to a town that he represents I'll cut 
that out,” said Miller, “And if there 
are opinion pieces on what people 
feel about the Massachusetts state 
government, I cut those out, too.” 


Christina Miller 


Miller also composes 
press releases and con- 
stituent letters and has 
authority to sit in on the 
daily conferences, too. 

Miller mostly has free 
range of the State House, 
except for few restricted 
areas. She even bumps 
into State Representatives 
in the hallway, with their 
offices in the same hall as 
hers. 

“So far | only met the senators 
and the representatives themselves. If 
I get the chance I would love to meet 
Mitt Romney,” said Miller. 

Miller's work load varies from 
day to day. Currently, the main pro- 
ject in the State House is finalizing 
the budget for fiscal year 2007. More 
projects pick up in August, September 
and November when the voting sys- 
tem starts, according to Miller. 

Despite the State House's lack of 
extreme publicity activity, Miller 
emphasizes that all the politicians and 
employees of the State House are still 
dedicated to their positions. 

“There is kind of an idea that peo- 
ple who are working in the State 
House are hacks that never do any- 
thing and I've come to find out that 
that is not true. They (politicians) 
work very long hours,” said Miller, “T 
think people come to think that, you 
know, that because bills gets passed 
really slowly — and they can't just go 
through the mail — there are a lot of 
things that these people have to do.” 

“They (bills) have to go before 
this committee and that committee 
and then they have to go to the floor 


for revision and then they go through 
all the other committees before they 
go back to the floor. It takes a long, 
long time for something to go through 
and people take that as people in the 
State House are not working,” said 
Miller. 

Even though Miller is seeing the 
operation of the government, it does 
not make her subjective to the gov- 
ernment's sore spots. 

“Where do I start? Too big and 
too intrusive — in a nutshell,” said 
Miller. 

Miller sees her experience at her 
internship as an insight into the 
administration that will make her 
respect her government leaders even 
more. 

“We talk a lot about politics from 
the outside looking in and it's a good 
opportunity to see how it works from 
the inside out. We want them to do so 
much and there are so things they 
can't because of the way things works 
and it is really interesting to see how 
things work from the inside,” said 
Miller. 

After NECC, Miller hopes to per- 
sue a Political Science Degree at 
Hillsdale College, a liberal arts col- 
lege in Hillsdale, Mich., or the liberal 
arts Christian college, Grove City 
College, in Grove City, Penn. 

Miller highlights the importance 
of all Americans’ participation, 
involvement and awareness of their 
government, 

“(We must be) informed about 
what is going on, because if we are 
not, the government will become cor- 
rupt and we'll have nobody to blame 
but ourselves,” says Miller. 


Ope 


a oe tT ee 


Pe a eS 


Page 7 NECC Observer 


May 10, 2006 


Sugar and spice and everything spliced 


Or has fashion 
really become 
so important 
that some must 


Prostitots: Now 
infesting a mali 
near you! 

By MELOopy MARTINEZ 


Trends Editor 


Pavie-tuirie 
this: A forest 
where the dew 
nestles sweetly 
on the grass, an 
ensemble of 
birds tango in 
the air with 
their _ nearly 
aromatic 

— melodies, 
rivers and rocks kiss birthing a cym- 
bal like splash with every meeting, 
and an alert, well-rested bear appears 
from his cave prepared and willing 
for a new day. 

Now picture this: A mall brim- 
ming with people from all walks of 
life, an ensemble of high heeled mall 
associates clickety-clacking their 
way to you with their sing-song “Hi, 
can I help you find anything?”’s, and 
the twelve year old girls in their more 
than microscopic mini skirts and tube 
tops waltzing through the isles of 
your favorite store, spending daddy’s 
well-earned green. ; 

Ladies and gentleman, it is my 
displeasure to present to you, The 
Prostitots also known as kinder- 
whores, poptarts, and jailbait. 

They are an unsightly, common 
breed of young females who feel it is 
their duty to bombard our commer- 


cial sites with their prepubescent legs 
and belly buttons. 

I can’t get away. 

I very rarely venture through the 
unsafe badlands of our local malls, 
but when I do...there they are; gig- 
gling at something akin to a childish 
knock-knock joke, probably reciting 
their ABC’s, hanging off the shoul- 
ders of young boys whose faces are 
mocked with acne, whose teeth are 
razor sharp fences of metal wire. 

And I wonder: do their parents 
let them leave the house dressed like 
this? Do their parents even know that 
they have children to watch over? 
I’m guessing the answer is a sincere, 
sad “no.” 


Prostitotion: The College Years. 
They wear flip-flops before the idea 
of a new spring has even been con- 
ceived, while the next to last dollops 
of snow still sleep on the ice-cold 
ground. 

At the moment a hint of summer 
weather breezes by, they emerge 
from. their wintry wardrobes in 
droves of miniskirts and mini-shirts, 
as if by some miracle the weather has 
risen from below zero to eighty-five 
degrees. 

I don’t think so, ladies. Hate to 
say it, but there’s a time for every- 
thing and it’s not quite summer yet, 
so save the unimaginative belly shirts 
for August, better yet, just save them 


a 
Do their parents let them leave the 
house dressed like this? Do their par- 
ents even know they have children to 
watch over? 


The onslaught of little feet in 
stiletto heels frightens me. I’m like a 
deer in headlights, except I’m so fun- 
damentally disturbed that I want, nay, 
I crave to be hit by the car. Please, 
dear God, put me out of my misery! 

Be warned, the Prostitot species 
come in an older generation too. 
They are the teenaged version that 
scours our campuses, infiltrate our 
city streets, and penetrate the walls of 
our distaste for eyesight by dressing 
far too inappropriately for the weath- 
er outside... 


for your future daughters: the next 
generation of Prostitots. 

The cycle will continue. 

Don’t run along thinking males 
are not also victims to the madness. 
Oh, no. A night spent at a bus stop in 
Boston tells me quite the tale. 

As I, suffering from and in a 
panic for my very life at the cause of 
a harsh winter breeze witnessed a 
fashionable male of the species in a t- 
shirt, shorts and flip-flops perusing 
the Northeastern campus. 

What is going on? Is it just me? 


risk their 
immune sys- 
tem’s well 


being just for 
the sake of it? 
I’m a partial 
“style over 
¢,ormet orate 
devotee 
myself, but 
there’s a line 
that has to be 
drawn when 
the weather is 
fierce. 

Y-20- a 
wouldn’t wear 
a fleece hoodie 
in the middle 
of July, now 


would you? 
This has 
become a 


major concern. 
With the 
length of day- 
light getting 
longer and the 
summer rapid- 
ly approach- 
ing, I begin to 
ponder, “Will 
this be another 
summer of 
early stomachs 
and peeking bottoms? Or will the 
Prostitot Army of the World perme- 
ate our commercial centers forever? 
When will the Britney. Spears “look” 
finally call it quits?” 


Courtesy photo 


This is all your fault. 


Does the time approach when I'll 
be able to walk into a Victoria’s 
Secret store without seeing twelve to 
sixteen year old girls rustling through 
the lingerie with their tiny, doll 
hands? 


ARIES. (March 21- 
a bo April 20) Creative social 

| suggestions may now 

Arts vequire. added thought: 
before next week, expect new friends 
or lovers to openly seek your 
approval or affection. Don't avoid 
group events: before Thursday, 
expanded support and social enjoy- 
ment proves rewarding. Later this 
week, pay special attention to a sub- 
tle or unexpected romantic overture. 
Potential love affairs may be highly 
distracting in the coming weeks, 
Remain dedicated, however, to long- 
term promises and established rela- 
tionships. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) Unfinished 
Taurus ‘esearch and misinforma- 
tion may now cause silent 
tensions in the workplace. Before 
mid-week, watch for colleagues to be 
openly critical or moody. After 
Thursday, tempers may calm but pri- 
vate resentments will linger; avoid 
new ideas or fast decisions. To some 
degree, long-term friendships may 
also be affected. If so, expect several 
weeks of unusual power struggles 
between friends. Early this weekend, 
rest and gain perspective: energy and 
social optimism may be low. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) Business offi- 

Gemini cials and family members 
will this week compliment 

your personal style and emotional 
clarity: after Tuesday, watch for 
unique comments from loved ones or 
long-term friends. Over the next five 
days, several months of restlessness 
or social delay will fade: expect fast 
plans and revived group activities to 
soon be a top priority. Thursday 


through Sunday also highlight tender 
romantic moments. Spend extra time 
with lovers and friends; you won't be 
disappointed. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Stagnated rela- 
tionships will now enter a 
brief but intense phase of 
renewal. Before mid-week, expect 
long-term friends and lovers to com- 
pete for your romantic loyalty and 
social attention. Emotional wealth 
are now on the rise: don't hesitate to 
accept delicate invitations or unique 
proposals. Friday through Sunday, 
ask older relatives to describe their 
thoughts, plans or long-term goals. 
Financial security and family deci- 
sions will soon be a key concern. 
Offer continuing support. 


Caicer 


LEO (July 22-Aug. 
SQ 22) Early this week, 
friends and lovers may 
4eo wish to openly discuss 
past events or debate recent family 
decisions. Wrongly interpreted 
actions or subtle misunderstandings 
may need to be addressed. Be flexi- 
ble: loved ones will describe their 
expectations and values in full detail. 
After Thursday, a 17-day period of 
increased financial opportunity 
arrives. Use this time to research sec- 
ondary income sources or request 
new work assignments. Success will 
come quickly; don't hesitate. 


Q travel plans or business 


Virgo opportunities with loved 
ones early this week: planetary 
aspects now indicate that close 
friends or relatives may wish to intro- 
duce controversial ideas or new 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Discuss future 


schedules. All is well, so not to 
worry. Do, however, expect a close 
friend or relative to soon be captivat- 
ed by unusually creative career 
options or risky financial proposals. 
After Saturday, dreams and quick 
impressions will be vivid: watch for 


powerful social and romantic 

insights. 
Q LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) Work officials and 


older family members 
may this week make 
strong emotional demands: after 
Tuesday, expect both colleagues and 
loved ones to question their own tal- 
ents or self-worth. Refuse to be 
swayed by critical thinking: over the 
next eight days, past regrets and 
small doubts will be greatly exagger- 
ated. Later this week, an unexpected 
romantic flirtation may trigger ten- 
sions in the workplace. If so, avoid 
all serious or long-term promises: 
invitations may soon be cancelled. 


i, SCORPIO (Oct, 24- 
3 Nov. 22) In the coming 
Scorpto weeks, close friends or 
work associates will 
define their loyalties and publicly ask 
for support. Over the next few days, 
however, work routines and compet- 
ing social interests may be temporar- 
ily stalled or draining: stay focused 
and let others know your boundaries, 
needs and expectations. After mid- 
month, many Scorpios begin a two to 
three month phase of renewed dedi- 
cation in long-term relationships. 
Intimacy and trust will soon be 
unavoidable: expect newfound pas- 
sion. 


Libra 


SAGITTARIUS 

e (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Small 
obligations or money 

ttf ,,duties may soon expand: 
arta 8 0 Friday, watch for 
colleagues and older officials to 
relinquish control of facts, figures or 
written assignments. No long-term 
complications can be expected: 
cheerfully accept all new projects. 
Some Sagittarians may also 
encounter a similar trend in social or 
romantic relationships. If so, expect 
long-term friends or lovers to boldly 
request added intimacy or greater 
access to your personal life. Trust 


your instincts: all is well. 
“2? CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Sentimental 
‘corn Teflection may this week 
captivate the thoughts of 
loved ones. Past relationships, distant 
relatives or the lifestyle choices of 
forgotten friends may be a prime 
concern. Let others work through 
their own moodiness: nostalgia and 
self-doubt will soon fade. After 
Thursday, a rare business or financial 
proposal may trigger intense family 
discussion. Study documents careful- 
ly: in the coming weeks, loved ones 
may be unusually vulnerable to scan- 

dal or mismanaged funds. 


NAY Feb. 19) Work associates 
* will be confident and talk- 
Aquarius ative this week: watch for 
fast social improvements and new 
business suggestions. Take all in 
stride: for the next eight days, fellow 
workers may be overly optimistic or 
unreliable. Stay focused on small 
tasks: detailed assignments will need 
attention. Wednesday through 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 


Saturday, a delicate friendship from 
the past may reappear. Subtle roman- 
tic overtones and unique invitations 
are accented. Stay balanced: fast 
reversals may be unavoidable. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) A close friend 
or relative may this week 
request a full description of past 
events. Areas affected are social 
gatherings, family history and impor- 
tant home decisions. Provide accu- 
rate facts, figures and explanations. 
Over the next four days, emotional 
information will need to be complete, 
accurate and reliable. Later this 
week, a minor romantic dispute may 
escalate. If so, remain patient and 
expect others to offer support. Social 
guidance and emotional wisdom will 
soon prove invaluable. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: Ask 
close friends or relatives to offer 
detailed business, financial or career 
advice over the next few weeks. At 
present, powerful wisdom is avail- 
able through the experience of loved 
ones: clearly outline your goals or 
aspirations and let others offer guid- 
ance. After June 11, a six-week phase 
of complex romantic decisions 
arrives. Romantic partners and long- 
term friends may demand renewed 
commitments or bold statements of 
affection. Don't disappoint: this is a 
strong time for increased intimacy, 
common goals and shared family 
plans. Later this summer, relocation 
and/or extended travel are accented. 
Let others set the tone here: before 
mid-September, friends, lovers or 
close relatives will need to openly 
discuss long-term plans. Stay sharp _ 
much is changing. 
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Lindsay McCall 
Daniel McCarthy 
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Lisa McLellan 
William McNamee 
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Lizoette Rosario 
Christopher Rowse 
Barbara Roy 
Steven Roy 
Susan Rudat 
Rosa Ruiz 
Elkin Sabogal 
Alejandro Salas 
Daniel Salgado 
Glennys Sanchez 
Rafael Sanchez 
Rosanna Sands 


Deirdre Sanford 
Joanne Sankus 
Evelyn Santana 
Milagros Santiago 
Francisco Santos 
Patria Santos 
Roy Sargent 
Leota Sarrette 
Jennifer Scharn 
Charles Schlicher 
Derek Scuteri 
Kathleen Segura 
Donald Sestini 
Yamel Severino 
Karen Shah 
Frances Shaheen 
Thomas Shallow 
Benjamin Shaw 
Suzanne Shea 
Jonathan Sheehan 
Kim Sheehan 
Michael Sheehan 
Debra Sherman 
Rebecca Sherman 
Jennifer Shipp 
Carol Sholes 
Nicole Sholey 
Jennifer Short 
Jessica Shumsky 
Jennifer Silva 
Rodrigo Silva 
Nancy Simili 
Joan Simmonds 
Keith Simoes 
Matthew Simons 
Marina Singson 
Suzanne Sirski 
Raquel Sluss 
Andrea Smith | 
Courtney Smith 
Justin Smith 
Kimberly Smith 
Lorraine Snow 
Rachel Soehner 
Michael Solomon 
Wendy Spurling 
Christopher Spurr 
Virginia Stacy 
Denise Stapanon 
Jerrylyn Stefanik 
Linda Stehm 
Ruth StHilaire 
Clare Stilling 
Laura StLaurent 
Heather Stocks 
Bethany Stoodley 
Jonathan StPierre 
Michelle StPierre 
Mela Strangie-Brown 
Jodie Student 
Denise Sullivan 
Heidi Sullivan 
Erin Sumner 
Andrea Surette 
Jesus Suriel 
Alena Surowiec 
Vijayalakshmi Swaminathan 
Ross Swofford 
Melanie Tamberino 
Joseph Tardif 
Virginia Taylor 
Kathleen Teahan 
Wendy Theberge 
Roselyne Theodore 
Brian Thomas 
Meredith Thomas 
Ann Thomson 
Sharon Thomson 
JoAnn Thornton 
Joseph Tien 
Long Tien 
John Toomey 
Nancy Torres 
Yohanna Torres 
Thao Tran 


Kristen Trenholm 
Carol Troy 
Lorna Trudeau 
Debra Tsampas 
Ronald Tuell 
Megan Turbide 
Deborah Turcotte 
Greg Turner 
Paul Tusa 
Alice Twombly 
Sreymom Ty 

Steven Uliano - 
Emily Urban 
Frank Urena 

Mildred Urena 

Kevin Vachon 

Nicole Vachon 
Lisa Valcanas 

Lori Valentino 

Peter Valli 
Jeffrey Vandell 
Beatrice Vargas 
Nikky Vasilopoulos 

Luis Vazquez 

Efrain Vega 
Alan Veit 
Ida Velez 

Petronila Veras 
Yalitza Veras 
Ronald Verge 

George Verrette 
Michaele Vesey 
Sheri Vezina 
Eric Vichill 
Vincent Vinciguerra 
John Visco 
Ann Vitkauskas 
Christopher Vlahakis 
Larry Voss 
Deborah Wahl 
Grace Waithaka 
Rita Waldie 
Heather Walker 
Brigitte Wallace 
Melissa Waning 
Kristen Ward 
Laura Weatherbee 
Kimberly Weigel 
Jill West 
Nancy Weymouth 
Joshua White 
Margaret White 
Ashley Whitmore 


~ Christine Wickson 


Daniel Wightman 
Tricia Wilcox 
Kelly Wilkins 

Elizabeth Wilkinson 
Guy Williams 

Jessica Williams 

Sharon Willier 
Paul Wilson 
Steven Wilson 
Suzanne Winning 
Kathryn Winters 
Christine Wolfendale 
Margaret Wolfendale 
Kelsey Wood 
Krista Wood 
Nicholas Wormald 
Christen Worth 
Caitlin Wrobel 
Dawn Wrobel 
Victor Ximenes 
Rosemary Yahnian 
Caren Yokley 
Elizabeth Young 
Michael Yunker 
Theresa Yunker 
Linda Zediana 
Mirla Zephyr 
Tina Zouein 
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King performs the self-choreographed modern dance “Footsteps” at NECC’s “Still Point 32.” 


Dancing Queen 
Julia King finds passion in family artistic legacy 


By HEATHER WALKER 
Contributing Reporter 


When you are born into a musi- 
cal family and raised in a creative 
environment, it is only natural that 
this will influence the type of person 
you become. Need proof? Ask 23- 
year-old Julia King. 

King, a Nashua native currently 
living in Lowell, is a second-year 
Dance Education major at NECC. 
At the age of 4, her parents enrolled 
her in dance classes. From there she 
“Just fell in love with it.” 

In the recent NECC dance exhi- 
bition “Still Point 32,” King per- 
formed the latest piece she has 


Summer fun 


Program to expose 
students to ‘semi- 
professional theater’ 


By DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Susan Sanders and Jim Murphy 
have come up with yet another way to 
inspire and challenge community col- 
lege thespians: Summer theater. 

The Fringe Players, a group of 
individuals who were formerly Top 
Notch Players and are no longer 
NECC students, will be performing 
“The Pirates of Penzance” by W.S. 
Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan, as well 
as “Comedy of Errors” by William 
Shakespeare. With an open casting 
call though, involvement is not limit- 
ed to just The Fringe Players. 


choreographed, “Footsteps.” It is 
based on the concept of the strug- 
gling artist, something she and her 
boyfriend, Breton Lefevre, are 
familiar with. 

“Tt is the story of us,” says King. 
“Tt is about finding your way.” 

King described the piece as a 
“street performance” style. King 
did the choreography, and her 
boyfriend, a Berklee College gradu- 
ate, composed the music on acoustic 
guitar and performed with her 


" onstage. 


This was her third “Still Point” 
performance, and she intends to 
continue participating even after 
receiving her degree. 

Her parents are also artistic peo- 


There is also the added incentive, 
for any students interested, of earning 
three college credits for participation, 
although it is not a requirement for 
joining the production. This includes 
those who perform as well as those 
involved in things 
behind the scenes. 

Said Murphy, 
“T'm a firm believer 
that when we teach 
a theater course 
here, regardless of 
who is teaching it - 
what is learned is 
never the same as 
when one is actual- 
ly working on a_ production. 
Classroom work involves the materi- 
al and a rehearsal, but a full produc- 
tion introduces the final necessary 
element: the audience. And that's 
what the summer experience is going 
to be - the work is going to point 


ple, and their accomplished back- 
grounds may have played a part in 
shaping her love for the arts as well. 

King's father is a musician who 
plays various instruments but most- 
ly focuses on the piano. He was ina 
band for a number of years, and has 
played backup for well-established 
artists such as Roy Orbison. His 
attention is currently turned towards 
producing local musicians. 

Her mother's resume as a retired 
sound technician is equally impres- 
sive. She has worked with such 
artists as Bob Marley, The Talking 
Heads, and Patti LaBelle. 

“Because I grew up in such a 
musical environment,” King says, 
“It has contributed to my dance 


now.’ 

eee King has been dancing 
almost all her life, she did take a 
year off not that long ago. During 
this break, she attended the Museum 
of Fine Arts School in Boston, 
where she studied painting. 

While dance was not her main 
focus at this time, she did continue 


- to take classes here and there. One 


place she attended classes was the 
Boston Ballet School. Even though 
it was extremely intimidating, she 
says it was still a great experience 
and she got a lot out of it. 


Once King realized how much — 


she truly missed dance being her 
main focus, she immediately dove 
right back into it full time, leaving 


the Museum of Fine Arts School and 
enrolling at NECC.. 

While she has experience in tap 
and ballet, King has always pre- 
ferred modern dance. 

“Tt is very free and allows for 
lots of expression,” she says. 

After graduation, King is not 
exactly sure what she would like to 
pursue next. She has thought about 
maybe taking her education further, 
but would also like to teach. 

One thing she is sure of is that 
she would like to keep performing. 
She always gets nervous right 
before she performs, but it quickly 
disappears the instant she touches 
the stage. Dance is her passion. 


for acting buffs 


towards the performance.” 

The “Pirates of Penzance,” which 
is an operetta, is about a child appren- 
ticed to a group of tenderhearted, 
orphaned pirates by his nurse who, 
being hard of hearing, had mistaken 


ER a Ore a 


In doing summer theater, it’s an entire- 
ly different audience, particularly in a 
tourist town such as Newburyport. 

; -Jim Murphy 


instructions to apprentice him to a 
pilot. 

“An opera has a degree of for- 
mality that an operetta does not. So 
we're going to play with the informal- 
ity - it's going to be a high spirited, 
comical search for true love,” 


Murphy said. 

And with “Comedy of Errors,” 
the structure follows the format of the 
audience being in on the joke, and the 
characters not. 

These productions will be per- 
formed ~ at 
Newburyport at the 
Firehouse Center for 
the Arts, providing a 
different crowd than 


experienced with an 
NECC Top Notch 
Theater production. 

“Most of the 
students that come 
here and work with us have had the 


“experience of their high school musi- 


cals, senior plays, and then their per- 
formance here, and the audience has 
been family and friends for the most 
part. In doing summer theater, it's an 
entirely different audience, particular- 


what is normally 


ly in a tourist town such as 


Newburyport,” Murphy said. 


The auditions are May 17 at 6 
p.m. for children under the age of 12, 


and 7:30 p.m. for adults. Those audi- 


tioning for “The Pirates of 
Penzance,” need to prepare a song 
(including children) and bring sheet 
music. Those auditioning for “The 
Comedy of Errors,” need to prepare a 
Shakespeare monologue of about 16 
lines, and anyone who has a special 
talent, such as tumbling or juggling, 
should come prepared to show it. 
“All classroom work is impor- 
tant, but when you whittle it away, it 
is still just a rehearsal. For any stu- 


_ dents that end up being involved in 


this project, be it for credit or not, it's 
an immediate exposure to semi-pro- 
fessional theater, performing for a 
venue and audience that they won't 
find here,” said Murphy. 
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In searchog the light of the ‘sunn 0)))’ 


Music review: If mystical goat-people started a band, what would it sound like? 


By Ros CARLSON 
Contributing Reporter 


Dear Friends, 


It is with great trepidation that I 
report to you the following account 
of a journey to the farthest reaches 
of cold and darkness. Yea, a mis- 
sion in which I sought to answer the 
age-old question, “If mystical goat- 
people started a band, what would it 
sound like?” 

With this question in mind, I 
traveled through the eternal skies 
with my faithfui space-dog Molly 
trotting next to me. Together we 
roamed the galaxy on a celestial 
walk, pausing only for Molly to 
sniff some wayward space debris 
and to occasionally squat around 
some unlucky planet's orbit. 

“Good poop,” I'd say as she 
inadvertently sent any nearby alien 
civilizations spiraling toward apoc- 
alypse. 

I didn't really have any idea 
where one would find a band con- 
sisting of mystical goat-people, and 
soon found myself lost. 

“We're not lost,” I said to Molly, 
whose hackles had risen as we 
strolled along the surface of an 
abandoned ice planet. 

Or maybe not so abandoned... 

“Ueerk, faui mot pliva!” said a 
voice in a language I didn't under- 
stand. 

I turned toward what I hoped 
was a friendly greeting and beheld a 
shifty-looking Yak standing off the 
road a few paces away. It stomped 
a hoof on the frozen ground and 
lowered its head, snorting. 

“Hello there, Yakky,” I said 
with all the diplomatic tact I could 
muster. Then I remembered about 
Molly and turned to try and stop her 
from lunging at this massive ani- 
mal, but she was nowhere to be 
seen, her tracks leading off into the 
distance. 

“Mot pliva, faui faui,” said the 
Yak. It regarded me and then shook 
its head, pointed horns almost 
touching the ground on either side. 
Icicles fell from its mane as it 

stamped its hoof again. 
; “Mot pliva!” I exclaimed in 


agreement. 

The Yak seemed to shrug for a 
moment and then lowered its head 
again, and with another stomp of 
the hoof, charged straight for me. 

I leapt into a snowdrift and 
counterattacked with haste, hurling 
a snowball which failed to transport 
the intended rage upon impact and 
broke apart, causing the Yak to turn. 
Again its bovinical eyes locked 
upon me as it stamped its hoof and 
charged. 

This time I was about as nimble 
as a nihilistic walrus and caught a 
horn to the side. The force 
launched me skyward and then 
down, hurling me into a jagged 
patch of ice. I scrambled to my feet 
and prepared to punch the beast in 
the face if it charged again, but a 
disturbance off to the left had 
snared its attention. 

IT looked and saw Molly, as 
golden as the sun, charging down a 
wintry slope at the head of a pack 
Ole 

“Badgers?” I asked nobody in 
particular, for clearly it was badgers 
that were swarming like so many 
locusts. Down the hill they charged 
and soon met the Yak head-on in a 
flurry of snapping teeth and vicious 
claws. 

Soon enough the badgers sent 
the Yak galloping away and Molly 
trotted to my side. 

“Greetings, Servant to the 
Golden Dog,” said one of the bad- 
gers as it shuffled toward me. 

“Huh?” I looked at Molly, who 
thumped her tail twice. 

“Tam Sergeant President, 
Emperor to the badger legions, and 
we are honored to have been able to 
aid the Great Golden Dog from the 
Sky and rescue you, her servant, 
from Piddly Whoops the Snow Yak. 
What did you say to old Piddly that 
riled him so?” 

“T have no idea.” 

“Indeed? The Great Golden 
Dog must not employ servants with 
brains, hey?” said the badger, 
breaking into chortling laughter. 
Molly wagged her tail as the other 
badgers joined in. 

“That's nice,” I said, “but the 
Great Golden Dog and I need to go 
back to the sky. We're searching for 


a band of mystical 
goat-people. Do 
you know of such a 
band?” 

“Mystical goat- 
people? Hmmm, 
ah, you seek the 
sunn 0))),” said 
Sergeant President. 

“No, I seek a 
band of mystical 
goat-people - I'm 
interested in what 
such a thing would ¢ 
sound like.” 

“Yes, the sunn 
0))), you seek the 
sunn 0))). They just 
released a new 
album; it is called | 
"Black One."” 

“And where can 
I find this sunn 
0)))?” 

“They lurk on 
those mountains 
right over there,” 
said the badger, 
pointing behind me 
to a pile of medium- 
sized rocks. 

“Those aren't mountains,” I 
pointed out. 

“Nevertheless, there they lurk. 
We're headed over there right now 
to have a listen. Why don't you and 
the Great Golden Dog from the Sky 
that Employs Dumb Servants join 
us?” 

Thus Molly and I walked with a 
legion of about 70 badgers for 10 
yards until we were standing over a 
pile of rocks. There were no mysti- 
cal goat-people lurking anywhere. 
The badgers had all gone quiet and 
stared upon the rocks. 

Just as I was about to call Molly 
away and resume our journey, I 
noticed an orange glow coming 
from the rock pile. I stopped and 
stared. 

All of a sudden the landscape 
split in half and two goat-people 
stepped forward, beckoning for us 
to follow them. JI glanced behind 
them, through the rip in reality from 
whence they came, and saw a stage 
set up with towering amplifiers and 
an array of guitars. Two other goat- 
people lurked on the stage, swaying 


back and forth soundlessly in hood- 
ed brown robes. 

Molly, myself, and 70-odd bad- 
gers stepped through. 

The room flashed orange and 
red, casting badger and goat shad- 
ows upon the pale walls. One of the 
mystical goat-people started hitting 
some buttons on a Moog synthesiz- 
er as the two that had beckoned us 
forth donned their own robes and 
picked up their guitars. There were 
no drums, just an array of various 
cymbals which the fourth mystical 
goat-person began hitting in tandem 
with the swaying chill of the syn- 
thesizer's repeating notes. 

Then the guitars started a slow 
shimmering crawl, pealing through 
the air, dragging shadows kicking 
and screaming along with every 
note. One of the goat-people began 
changing into a microphone, growl- 
ing and muttering words I couldn't 
understand, 

The sound was disjointed chaos; 
slight whistles faded in and out, and 
oppressive waves of bass shook the 
skeletons of everyone in the room. 
The one with the microphone began 


yelling and snarling louder, point- 
ing in various directions as the 
buzzing drone grew. The goat-peo- 
ple's eyes glowed lurid orange as 
they swayed to the dooming sound- 
scape. 

Molly began to whine, and I 
knew we had to get out of there fast. 

We made our way back to the 
rip in space, pushing through the 
mass of stinking badgers. The cym- 
bals crashed louder as we left, and a 
particularly strong bass frequency 
knocked me to the ground. I looked 
back to the stage and stared with 
horror as the goat-people threw 
back their hoods and cackled, their 
goat faces distorted with evil grins. 

Molly dragged me onward until 
we finally broke out into the light, 
scrambling through the snow and 
away from the pile of rocks. 

Away but with the knowledge of 
what a band of mystical goat-people 
would sound like. 


From, 
Rob 


Art show testifies to a professor’s passion 


Continued from Page | 


Aila Colburn, Veronica Gould, 
and Ali Cavatota chose more con- 
ceptual themes. Colburn depicted 
emotions - sadness, calm and anger. 

Gould, who called her theme 
simply “myself,” said, “Each of my 
paintings is either a realization or a 
sorting out of a problem.” 

Elizabeth Eliannet Camejo’s 
series represents the pressure placed 
on women today to conform to soci- 
ety’s idea of beauty. 

Ali Cavatota contrasted dark 
and vibrant colors to express a shift- 
ing time of life. “The past year has 
been an array of emotions and a 


series of life-changing events,” says 
Cavatota. 
DonnaLee Clough painted 


about her father and his struggle 


with chronic illness. One of her 
paintings depicts a small child hold- 
ing her father's hand in the fore- 
ground, while in the 
distance, the same 
child is depicted as 
a woman with an 


Cth oy a al a 


to have someone demanding or you 


won't learn anything.” , 
Art professor Lance Hidy, who 
has been at 


NECC for a year 
and a half and 
calls Edstrom his 


arm supportively “teaching men- 
around the same I hope whoever tor,’ said, «“The 
man. they get for a new amazing thing is 

Clough spoke ° that, before 
about her experi- teacher is as mean Diane, I don't 
ence in Edstrom's Or meaner than think anyone 


art classes. “You 
have to work hard 
in Diane's class,” 
she said. “It's a 
good thing because 
it forces you to practice.” 

“T hope whoever they get for a 
new teacher is as mean: or meaner 
than me,” said Edstrom. “You have 


me. 


- Diane Edstrom 


from here went to 
good art schools. 
She had one stu- 
dent last year go 
to Montserrat on 
a scholarship.” 

He then added, “Hopefully they 
find someone as good as Diane. 
She really made this department.” 


Melissa Caron photo 


Elizabeth Eliannet Camejo says that her paintings rep- 
resent “the agony of my mother raising me like a doll.” 
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know what you can_ 


e Print a schedule 

e Check your grades 
e Register for your classes* 
e Print an unofficial transcript 


e« Perform degree audits to track progress 
toward graduation | 


e And much more... , 


Interested in learning more about NECC’s self service online tools? 
Ask an Enrollment Services staff member today! 


* Many currently enrolled NECC students will be able to register for classes online. There are 
some restrictions on this option depending on your current status. (Visit “Self Service Online” 
and click on “Register/Drop Courses” to see if you're eligible.) 
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By Neil Bryer 


WHAT DO EXCUSE ME..bO YOU 
YOU MEAN MIND IF I SUT HERE 


NEXT Ta you> 


OH, I OON'T MIND... 
INFACT. 1 WAS JUST 
SAVING. 


4 words Come 
our Moths, Mal J 


COhG WD eosoLMR UWS hELES XOd' SALAM 


We CoML PeaRle Were 


WWW. MRBILLY. COM 


ey 


ies 


NO, THE ICE CREAM SNACK. 
THESE THINGS ARE AWESOME. 


Crossword 


oe ae 
ye j 


Lp 


o yy S 


heey 3 
NT 
VY Wd ee 


ce ony 


aye. 


cy 
= 
aS 
o 
®. 


7 


“Sorry, sir ... no Happy Meal today. The best we 
can do for you is a Bitter Unfulfilled Meal.” 


grate 
Gaoer ie 


TI DOon'T BELIEeve 
Your Four LIES 
Any moRee! 


Swami! TM 
© You 
SNEAKY TRICKS! 


You PREY or THE 
WEAK AND THE 
Gui iee / 


You'Re PRoBARLY 
NOT EVEN A 
REAL SWAM| / 


Dew d0VD HUH HD FOOT. QA WrIaw hf SS¥nL ds Aw? OCT IEE 


T S€e Rl6HT 
THROUGH You | > 
he 


p) Ne 


QUT DEATH Is Mere 
THE GaTEWAY 
TO ETERNITY, 


Tony WISH T 
DION'T FEAR DeaTH 
SO MucH/ 


ACROSS 
1 In perpetuity 
5 Not guilty, e.g. 
9 Posts 
14 Take the plunge 
15 Camel feature 
16 Boredom 
17 False god 
18 Tap trouble 
19 Essential oil 
20 Relinquishes 
22 Mistaken 
24 Paid for 
26 Inspires with 
reverence 
27 4Runner or 
Highlander 
28 Transgressions 
29 Old French coin 
32 Events 
36 Spills the beans 
38 Rustic building 
39 Skin irritations 
41 Protuberance 
42 Pol’s concern 
44 Crass 
46 Stitch together 
47 Once again 
49 Jackie’s 
Onassis 
50 Agricultural 
yield 
51 Scrambled word 
55 Lawyers’ 
arguments 
59 Glistened 
60 Hebrew letter 
61 Guadalajara 
money 
63 Sushi fish 
64 Swing wildly 
65 Tied 
66 List ender 
67 Behind time 
68 Ceremony 
69 Capone’s 
nemesis 


DOWN 

1 Decree 

2 “Star Wars” 
villain 

3 Wear away 

4 Setting free 

5 Advanced deg. 

6 Enticed 

7 Middle Eastern 
leader 

8 Values 


Pili 


Lil a a | 
i Bone 
a | 

Pate (cl el 


43 44 


wo = 


jor) cop) + wo 
© ies) _ N 


bk 


on “ 
© a 
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9 Most cruel i 

10 Feeds the kitty Solutions 

11 “Come __ my | 
parlor...” 

12 Hilo festivity 

13 Knights’ titles 

21 Framework 
post 

23 Hold title to 

25 Holiday 
forerunners 

28 Basket material 

29 Blackthorn 
fruit 

30 Auto pioneer 

31 Exploits 

32 Egyptian sacred 
bird 

33 Designate sfaf ify 

34 Bird’s crop 

35 Doodler’s need 

37 Edify 51 Balance sheet 

40 Jazzman Getz plus 

43 Of this world 52 AAA advice 

45 Important times 53 Paquin and 

48 “Ask __ what Pavlova 
your country...” 54 Repasts 

50 Eros 55 Whitewater craft 


<x 
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= 
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jus] > [us] 
jo} [>] 0) 
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BOM 
Me 
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MERE! EVENNE! 


56 Ms. Fitzgerald 
57 Gentle Ben, 


e.g. 
58 Jeans’ man 
Strauss 
62 Solid yellow 
poo! ball 
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Going out while still the best 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


There are 
times in every- 
one’s life when 
we are forced 
to walk away 
from something 
that means so 
much to us. 
This is one of 
those times for 

me as sadly this 
is my final issue as the Sports Editor 
of the NECC Observer. 

When J started in the position for 


Track takes district meet by 


Knights capture five 
individual event 
championships 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


For the Northern Essex 
Track and Field Program it was 
not enough to compete in the 
Northeast District meet in their 
first season. They also went out 
and won five events. 

“Tt's our first track season 
and we crowned five event 
champions,” said Head Coach 
Dawn Caputo. 

The Northeast District runs 
from Massachusetts to 
Maryland. The meet was held 
at Howard Community College 
in Baltimore, MD. 

The women captured four 
of those titles despite competing 
with a four-woman team. Laura 
Rudd was as strong as she was 
all year and was the only NECC 
athlete to be crowned in more 
than one event by winning the 


(21:38.33 and 47:17.81 respec- 


Anderson has tools 
for success on all 


sides of diamond 


By JAY COOREY 
Contributing Reporter 


ge 


As they 
stand right now, 
the Northern 
Essex Knights 
- are 14-4, two- 
time State 
Champions and 
gearing up for 
the regional 
tournament and 
a shot at the 
College Baseball World Series. Ona 
team with a ton of depth, it's hard to 
see any player standing out from the 
bunch, especially when they all pitch 


last year’s spring semester, I took on 
a section that, most wondered, knew 
it was part of the college's paper. The 
stories dealt mainly with poker and 
the Red Sox. During the course of 
that first semester | re-introduced the 
readers to the NECC athletic depart- 
ment and helped the Observer 
become a Columbia Gold Medal 
recipient. 

In my year and a half as Sports 
Editor I have covered two baseball 
state titles, a regional volleyball title, 
the rise of new varsity sport, the 
departure of a beloved baseball play- 
er for a second tour of duty in Iraq, 
senior citizens playing basketball and 
countless other sporting events. 


tively). Crystal Burgess proved why 
she is one of the best jumpers in the 
district by winning the long jump 
(16'6”) and Shana Blaney showed 
how far she has improved with a win 
in the shot put (34'0 ”). 

Burgess placed in the top three in 
three other events including the 
triple jump (32'1/2”) 100-meters 


Courtesy photo | 3:39.04 5th 
5,000 and 10,000-meter runs James Mwangi soars during 


the long jump. 


in during games like the 16-1 romp 
of Roxbury at a game that finished 
early on account of the mercy rule, 
but indeed one player has stood out 
as the star of the team, pitching and 
hitting. 

Chris Anderson is a pitcher and 
designated hitter for the Knight's and 
has made strides to become a solid 
contributor on both sides of the field. 
Finishing five innings of one-run 
baseball, including collecting four 
hits and six runs batted in, he barely 
looked tired. 

Anderson is in his second year at 
Northern Essex Community College 
and is undecided upon a major, 
though he is certainly not undecided 
on what he wants to do with his life. 
Upon being asked if he strives to play 
in the majors, he gives “is that a 
rhetorical question?” kind of a look 
and says, “of course, I think that's 
everyone's goal here.” 

Chris seems to carry himself with 


Outside of the Observer sports 
pages, I have had the opportunity to 
intern at the Haverhill Gazette and 
the Eagle Tribune sports department 
as well as attending the 2005 colle- 
giate press convention in Kansas 
City with fellow staff members. 

I have also had the wonderful 
privilege of working with the best 
journalists at Northern Essex and 
learning from the ultimate wisdom of 
Amy Callahan. The newsroom 
atmosphere is something that can 
never be duplicated and is the hardest 
thing to walk away from. 

The staff of the Observer is a 
close-knit group of devoted journal- 
ists that are willing to go to war for 


(13.50 a personal best) and the 400- 
meters (63.76). Blaney also placed 
in the top three in the discus (28.89). 

The men only captured one title, 
James Mwangi in the 400-meters 
(50.56) but placed in the top three in 
four events including the triple jump 


each other. I will truly miss working 
side by side with such dedicated peo- 
ple and being part of Dustin's anchor 
to the deep south. 

The athletic department at 
Northern Essex is much better than a 
majority of people on campus knows. 
Each varsity sport has fought for a 
state and regional title at some point 
in the last two years. Due to this lack 
of knowledge, I have attended some 
of the best baseball and basketball 
games that I have ever seen, with vir- 
tually no one else. 

Every student and faculty mem- 
ber who is a sports fan should take an 
afternoon and watch the baseball 
team or spend their break from night 


(Mwangi 42'4 _”), Javelin (Thomas 
Bennett 155'0”) and the 1600-meter 
relay (Steven Battle, Joel Nunez, 
Bennett, Mwangi). 

For a Knights program that did 
not even exist a few months ago, the 
progress that has been made is 


classes and check out the basketball 
team. Professional sports teams are 
scouting the athletes of Northern 
Essex and some have even been 
drafted. I promise you will not be 
disappointed. 

I would just like to take a minute 
and thank the rest of the people that 
have made my job so enjoyable and 
easy. Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy, coaches Kerry Quinlan, 
Darren Stratton, Joe Tardiff, Dawn 
Caputo and Tony Staffiere, every 
NECC athlete, Eagle security, the 
journalism classes, the Sistine chapel 
of ice-cream and the Aristocrats 
(snaps fingers!) 


storm 


remarkable. 

The Knights still have one meet 
remaining, the NJCAA Division III 
National Meet and if the District 
meet is any indication, the Knights 
could be coming home with more 
gold. 


Track and Field Schedule Results 


Northeast District Meet May 6 
Women: 4th place of 13 scoring teams 


UNH Invitational April 29 
women: 

Laura Rudd 5th place 
Crystal Burgess 6th place 
Shana Blaney 6th place 
Crystal Burgess 

Christin Costa 

Crystal Burgess 


Men: 

James Mwangi 

Tommy Bennett 

James Mwang 

Steven Battle 

Joe Reardon 

Joe Reardon 

Tommy Bennett 

Joel Nunez 

Relays: 

400 Meter 
44.86 Sth 

1600 Meter 


Ist place 
7th place 
8th place 


more modesty than cockiness, show- 
ing a true teammate quality lost on 
most major leaguers. A Red Sox fan 
at heart, he would like to one day 
play with his current favorite player, 
Curt Schilling “My favorite player 
used to be Pedro (Martinez), but then 
he went to the Mets.” 

It's no surprise, given his favorite 
players, that Chris enjoys pitching 
more than hitting. Anderson ended 
the season batting at a .580 clip with 
35 RBI's, 31 runs scored, while 
pitching a 5-1 record with a 1.21 
earned run average. 

With the stats, Anderson was 
named as the Knights MVP and is 
also nominated for the All-Region 
Team, an Honor he held last year. 

Though he is a star, teammate 
Ryan Boucher being his biggest fan, 
the team as a whole has a lot going 
for it to win a championship, and 
Chris knows this. Asked what it's 
like to be labeled a star on the team, 


5,000 meter 
triple jump  32'4 3/4" 
shot put 
400 meter 
shot put 
long jump 


400 meter 
javelin 
long jump 20'10 3/4" 
400 meter 
200 meter 
100 meter 
100 meter 
800 meter 


Reardon, Mwangi, Bennett, Battle 


Battle, Bennett, Nunez, Mwangi 


20:47.53 


35'8 1/4" 
1:03.85 
27'8 3/4" 
153" 


Laura Rudd 
Laura Rudd 
3rd Place 


Shana Blaney 

Crystal Burgess 
Crystal Burgess 
Crystal Burgess 


49.13 

Reyes ty 

5th Place 

52.78 

24.23 Men: 
12.14 Ist 
12.48 2nd 
2:12:77 3rd 
3rd 


4th 
5th 


Crystal Burgess 
7th of 13 scoring teams 
James Mwangi 
James Mwangi 
Thomas Bennett Javelin 
Steven Battle, Thomas Bennett, Joel Nunez, 
James Mwangi 16000 meter relay 3:40.65 
James Mwangi 
Joe Reardon, James Mwangi, Thomas 


Ist place finishers: 
Shana Blaney 
Crystal Burgess 


Shot Put 34'0 3/4" 


Long Jump 16'6 
5,000 Meter 
10,000 Meter 


21:38.33 
47:17.8) 


Discus 96'3 1/2" 
Triple Jump 32' 1/2" 
100 Meter 13.50 
400 Meter 63.79: 


200 Meter 28.89 
400 Meter 50.56 


Triple Jump 42'4 1/2"- 
155'0" 


Long Jump 21' 1/4"- 


Bennett, Steven Battle 400 meter relay 45.36 


6th 
7th 


he gave a 
modest 
reply of, 
“it feels 
goods 
He had ¢§ 
more to 
say about 
the whole 
t-e a mi 
however, 
“We have 
a real 
good 

team this 5 
year and 
we have 
good 
pitching, 


Steven Battle 1 
Thomas Bennett Triple Jump 36'10 1/4"\ 


Long Jump 20'0" 


Chris Anderso (20) has been the MVP for the 


we're Knights both at the plate and on the hill. 


going to- 

go far.” Though they are just out of 
the top 10 in the NJCAA coaches 
poll, the Knights are 14-4 and push- 
ing for a ranking. With the likes of 


players like Chris, it's not hard to see 
that teams like the Red Sox could use 
more players like him and less David 
Wells’. ¢ 
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Marathons, not just for the young 


Professor runs 
Boston Marathon for 


fifth time 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


At 63 years- young Michael 
Pelletier, the Chair of the Electronic 
Technology and Engineering Science 
department, may look like your aver- 
age long time professor. For 39 years 
he has taught at Northern Essex but 
for that past 30 years he has also been 
doing something quite different from 
sitting behind a desk grading assign- 
ments. He has been running 
marathons. 

On April 17, Pelletier finished 

the 110th running of the Boston 


Marathon in 3:57:46 (pace time of. 


9:05) to complete his fifth running of 
the event. But running the marathon 
was more of a challenge, considering 
that several months prior, Pelletier 
has torn his hamstring while referee- 
ing youth soccer and did not begin 
serious training until Christmas. 

“J ran eight miles on Christmas 
day and worked. it up from there 
every week,” Pelletier said. “With 
the 30 plus years of base work that I 
have I don't need to train as long to 
prepare. I did a couple of smaller 
marathons to build myself up. By the 
time of the Marathon I was averaging 
about 55 miles a week for the four 
months of training.” 


. fun around campus during our 


Of those warm-up marathons 
Pelletier competed in were two of 18 
miles include on in western 
Massachusetts that is all hills, a 19- 
mile race and a 20-mile run from 
Kittery, Maine, to Salisbury, Mass. 


over completely flat terrain, which | 


Pelletier described as “not too much 
help of Boston.” 

To date Pelletier has run in five 
Boston Marathons as well as the 
New York Marathon, the 
Marine Corps Marathon and 
countless others. According to 
Pelletier, the best race he has 
run was the Marine Corps 
Marathon. 

Pelletier started running 30 
years ago when colleague and 
friend Bob Sacchetti lost his 
father to a heart attack. 

“Bob's father was only 55 
when he died and Bob was a lit- 
tle out of shape so he started 
running and asked me to join 
him,” Pelletier said. “We would ™ 


lunch breaks.” 

After free running for a 
while, Pelletier tried his hand at 
a marathon that was held in 
Foxboro. 

“In your first marathon all 
you are really concerned with is 
finishing. The crowd for that 
race in Foxboro was like two 
kids on the corner with their 
dog,” said Pelletier. “I decided 
if I was going to run a marathon 
I needed more of a crowd, and 


Boston Marathon.” 

After competing in his first 
Boston Marathon, Pelletier took 
some time away from the marathons 
to be with his family. 

“My kids were little and I was 
coaching them in different sports,” 
Pelletier said. “It was nice to be able 
to be in good enough shape to chase 
them around and play three hour 
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Courtesy photo 


Michael Pelletier running the 


went out and qualified for the 2003 Boston Marathon. 


New Sox still exciting 


New additions and 


revitalized veterans 
power 2006 club 


By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


A 
month _has 
passed of the 
Major League 
Baseball 
son and every- 
one has gotten 
a good look at 
the 2006 edi- 
tion of the 
Boston Red 
Sox. So far we 
revitalized Curt 


have 


seen a 


Schilling, an amazing rookie closer. 


in Jonathan Papelbon, a new looking 


offense, and the new co-ace of the’ 


pitching staff in Josh Beckett. This 
team was put together like any other 
Red Sox team of the past, with the 
intention to bring home a pennant by 
making key additions and subtrac- 
tions of the players and personnel. 
“After seeing this team in action 
I am happy with Schilling, he looks 
to finally be healthy and is back to 
his old self’ said Red Sox fan 
William Coburn. “I am a little wor- 
ried about Beckett because he started 
the season off well but has had a 
tough past couple of outings. 
Papelbon has looked unhitable so far, 
and the offense isn’t fully clicking 
due to Coco Crisp being hurt, but 
David Ortiz is still carrying the load 
and helping the Sox into the win col- 
umn. When you have Ramirez and 


sea-- 


Ortiz batting back to back your 
offense won’t stay stagnant for too 
long” 


The Sox had many subtractions ’ 


this past off-season including the 


losses of Johnny Damon, Edgar . 


Renteria, Kevin Millar, and even 
their General Manager Theo Epstein 
who was quick to return after a two 
month hiatus. The Sox tried to fill the 
holes with pitching and defense 
rather than pay through the teeth in 
trades and money for high profile 
offensive players. 

The Sox acquired Josh Beckett 
from the Florida Marlins in order to 
fill the hole left by Pedro Martinez 
from the previous season. He is a 
young proven pitcher who has a 
remarkable fastball and a World 
Series Most Valuable Player under 
his belt. Most importantly the team 
he beat twice in the big series was the 
New York Yankees. So far this sea- 
son he has posted an ERA of 4.86 
and a 3-1 record. 

Another key addition to. the 
pitching staff was the emergence of 
now closer Jonathan Papelbon. 
Papelbon appeared at the end of last 
season working out of the bullpen 
and making a few starts. He was said 
to be the future of the Red Sox orga- 
nization and due to former Sox clos- 
er Keith Foulke having his troubles, 
the future is now. Papelbon set 
records for a rookie in the month of 
April by recording 10 saves and an 
era of zero. He is well on his way to 
being a key cog of the staff and 
maybe a long time closer for the Sox. 

The Sox didn’t forget about their 
offense completely this off-season in 
fact they added a young proven hitter 
in Coco Crisp. Crisp has played a 
few seasons for the Indians before 
being traded to the Red Sox this past 
oy fi | 1} i) 
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off-season. Crisp was off to a good 
start with the Sox before fracturing 
his finger which landed him on the 
disabled list early in the season. He 
figures to be a huge part of the 
offense batting lead off this season 
when he returns. 

Another addition to the offense 
was Kevin Youkilis who now plays 
full time. He has experienced a ride 
back and forth from the Sox minor 
league system to the majors over the 
past few seasons. The subtraction of 
Kevin Millar allowed Youkilis the 
opportunity to get his at bats and he 
has taken advantage of it with a bat- 
ting average of .330 and 18 runs bat- 
ted in. 

Due to the Sox having an over- 
whelming amount of starting pitch- 
ing Theo Epstein decided to part 
ways with starting pitcher and “musi- 
cian” Bronson Arroyo. Arroyo was 
traded for a very talented but young 
and strikeout prone outfielder Willy 
Mo Pena. Pena has a ton of talent and 
will figure into the long term plans 
for the Sox, maybe a replacement for 
Trot Nixon. However for this year 
Pena will be used as a reserve player 
who will give the eventual day off to 
Ramirez, Nixon, Crisp, and Ortiz. 

With all the changes the Sox 
have made this year they are still 
right where they are every year and 
that is in a dead heat with the 
Yankees. As sure as the sun will 
come out tomorrow, the Red Sox will 
make more moves as the season pro- 
gresses especially before the trade 
deadline in July and maybe the 
biggest move the Sox will make will 
be bringing back a man who started 
his career in Boston and that would 
be non other than the rocket himself 
Roger Clemens. 
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hockey pick-up games with my son.” 

After 15 years away from com- 
petition, Pelletier started serious run- 
ning again. 

“Running becomes a way of 
life,’ Pelletier said. “Now I get 
cranky if I don't run for an extended 
period of time. I'm also sensible 
about coming back from injuries 
though. I'll take the time to heal 
properly.” 

Over the past two years Pelletier 
has torn both his hamstring and his 
glut as well as strained his knee, but 
has come back strong after each 
injury. 

“I owe my mom and dad for 
good genes,” Pelletier said. “I get a 
therapeutic message every two 
weeks and I'm at the Y every week.” 

Pelletier now runs when he is 
home or with a running club has cut 
down his weekly schedule from run- 
ning six day a week when he started 
to running three days a week now. 

“At the running club I belong to 


I'm looked at as sort of a coach,” 
Pelletier said. “Most of my running 
partners are younger than me and it 
strokes the ego when people think 
you know something.” 

Aside from running Pelletier has 
also recently taken up a new form of 
racing: ski racing. 

“My wife has bad arthritis in her 
leg and she found that if she cuts her 
ski boot a certain way that it doesn't 
hurt to ski,” said Pelletier. “Although 
my wife doesn’t run with me any- 
more she still cheers me on and is my 
unofficial photographer.” 

’ With his sub four-hour time 
Pelletier ran in this year’s Boston 
Marathon, he is automatically quali- 
fied for next year’s race but is unsure 
at this time if he will run. 

“T'm not sure yet,” Pelletier said. 
“Mo.t people are in the downward 
curve of racing at my age as far as 
times go but I ran [the Boston 
marathon] a minute faster than I did 
three years ago, so who knows.” 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) What former major league 
baseball player is enshrined in 
both Cooperstown and the Fishing | 


Hall of Fame? 


2.) What three horse races make 
up the Triple Crown? 


3.) Steve Nash of the Phoenix 
Suns became the ninth player to 
win back-to-back NBA MVP 
awards on Sunday. Who is the 
only other point guard to hold that 


honor? 


4.) Ben Wallace of the Detroit 
Pistons won his four Defensive 
Player of the Year award on 


Sunday. Who is the only other 


player to win the award four 


times? 


5.) Ilya Bryzgalov of the Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks tied an NHL post- 
season rookie record that was set 
in 1945. What was it? 
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Students present honors posters 


Honors Experience 
displays final projects 
of the semester 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Features Editor 


If you're searching for something 
a little more academically challeng- 
ing in your courses at Northern Essex 
Community College, look no further 
than the Honors Experience. 

The honors-style program was 
designed for students wishing to par- 
ticipate in creative research projects 
and excel beyond the basic require- 
ments of their classes. 

“It's a semester-long program 
that they do in class to earn honors 
credit for the course,” said Ginger 
Hurajt, honors coordinator. 

Students received a notation on 
their transcript reflecting their partic- 
ipation in Honors Experience cours- 
es. They are also recognized for their 
efforts at graduation. 

It is required that all students 
enrolled in the program are involved 
in one campus activity and maintain 
a 3.5 quality point average (QPA). 

“We don't really have honors 
courses here,” said Hurajt. “So that's 
the way to earn honors credit.” 

All students enrolled in the pro- 
gram must sign up for the Honors 
Colloquium, NECC's only honors- 
level course. The three-credit semi- 
nar-style course presented students 


with a broad topic that was studied 
from various perspectives.. For fall 
2006, Professor Mark Mannheimer 
will teach Buddhism and Science as 
an Honors Colloquium on Tuesdays, 
6:30-9:10 p.m.” 

Students must also complete an 
in-class presentation, a report and a 
poster presentation. 

Students presented their posters 
for the spring semester on May 5, 12- 
2 p.m. at the Technology Center 
103A. The Honors Experience Poster 
Session required students to create a 
poster presentation for a course eligi- 
ble for honors credit. 

Sara Reyes presented a poster 
entitled “The One and Only: Marilyn 
Monroe” for honors credit in her 
Women in Film class. Stonewall is a 
graduating student, planning to 
attend Kripalu in Lenox after NECC. 
She described Kripalu as being “like 
college, but it's more of a mind, body, 
spirit thing.” 

Graduating student Jennifer 
Bewley presented a project on cancer 


for her Introduction to Biology I 


class. Bewley was inspired to 
research cancer due to her mother's 
battle with melanoma. She plans to 
attend the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell after gradua- 
tion from NECC. 

Jennifer White's presentation for 
her Developmental Psychology II 
course was entitled “How Can It 
Hurt, When It Looks So Good?” The 
project focused on a person's mindset 
before and after cosmetic surgery. 

“T actually came up with my own 


= 


ae 


ory relates to the experiences of cosmetic surgery. 


Tadion Vingeeadt lich 
Jennifer White presented a project on how Freud’s personality the- 


theory,” said 
W: het te 4 
aD EELe re mt 
aspects of the 
personality pre- 
vail at different 
times.” 

She — sup- 
ported this the- 
ory on the psy- 
chological) 
effects of cos-| 
metic surgery 
on women with 
Freud's person- 
ality theory and 
the findings o 
Kathy Davis. 

Business 
Management 
major Daniel 
Hyland created 
a poster entitled 
“The Evolution 
of Advertising” 
to receive hon- 
ors credit - for 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 


principles of Information table at the Honors Experience Poster Session, a presen- 


advertising. 
Like all stu- 
dents enrolled 
in the program, Hyland's teacher, Bill 
Zannini, served as his-adviser. 

Hyland paralleled the advertising 
strategies of major companies, Coca 
Cola and Pepsi. 

Students enrolled in the program 
benefit from their designated social 
and meeting area outside of Hurajt's 
office, C314Z. They are given the 
opportunity to attend on and off cam- 


aciynt Fiizgersit piste 
Sara Reyes (left) stands by her Honors Poster Presentation about 
Marilyn Monroe with Ginger Hurajt, honors coordinator (right). 


pus cultural activities and to present 
their projects at national conferences. 
The NECC Foundation provided a 
scholarship offered each semester to 
students within the program that per- 
form exceptionally well. 

To be considered for admission 
into the program, students enrolled in 
a college must have completed 12 
credits towards a degree program, 


tation of work from honors students at the college. 


have at least a 3.5 QPA and provide 
two letters of recommendation. 
Students seeking admission to the 
program after high school are 
required to be in the top 25 percent of 
their class, have a grade of four or 
better in advanced placement classes 
or at least a B+ average in high 
school courses, and submit a letter of 
recommendation. 
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Jennifer Bewley (left), with Honors Coordinator Ginger Hurajt 
(right), presented a poster project on Melanoma. 


Daniel Hyland (right) stands with mentor and professor Bill 


Zannini as he presents his project on the evolution of advertising. 


